
Executive Summary 

The State of Montana experienced presidentially-declared disasters in 2011, 2012, and 

2013 involving extensive flooding and wildfire throughout the state. Since 2011, 48 of 

Montana’s 56 counties have experienced presidentially-declared disasters, and many of these 

communities have struggled to rebuild and repair in a resilient fashion.  

The State has identified seven sub-county areas within Montana that meet the Most 

Impacted and Distressed Criteria and have an eligible amount of Unmet Recovery Need (MID-

URN). These sub-county areas are: Census Tracts 9405 & 9406, Big Horn County; Census 

Tracts 2, 9401, and 9402, Blaine County; Census Tract 301, Fergus County; Helena Valley West 

Central CDP, Lewis and Clark County; Census Tract 1, Musselshell County; Census Tract 2, 

Musselshell County; and Census Tracts 1005 & 9406, Valley County.  

The intent of the state’s application and use of the CDBG-NDR grant funds, if awarded, 

is to comprehensively and collaboratively address our primary vulnerability – barriers to 

communication.  With this in mind, the State intends to leverage funding and resources in a 

technology partnership to develop an interactive, web-based platform, modeled after streamlined, 

accessible and user-friendly registry websites such as Etsy. This platform will provide a one-stop 

shop for information, identify public and private funding sources, link users to non-profit and 

volunteer resources, and provide a list of key projects and resiliency best practices. The State 

will work with MID-URN communities and identify partners to develop projects that could be 

added to this list and implemented. As the web platform is developed, MID-URN communities 

would have access to CDBG-NDR funding to complete these projects. Other communities would 

have access to other funding sources identified once the platform is complete.  



The State envisions implementing projects in these areas that support best practices and 

promote outcomes that cross-cut topic areas such as housing, transportation, economy, 

environment and public health, and support co-benefits for the communities that choose to 

implement them. These projects would ideally benefit all residents within a community, 

including low-and-moderate income residents, small businesses, and other vulnerable 

populations.  

The State of Montana is working with several state agencies and local partners to help 

facilitate this resilience initiative. Representatives from the Montana Department of Commerce, 

Department of Emergency Services, Department of Natural Resources and Conservation, and 

Department of Environmental Quality have been involved in this process and will continue to 

bring their expertise to the table to provide technical guidance in the resiliency planning process. 

Additionally, the state has partnered with all local governments in the MID-URN areas, all 

economic development corporations in the MID-URN areas, and multiple other non-

governmental organizations. The State has sent personal letters reaching out to all of its tribal 

areas to participate in this process. If selected for Phase 2, the State will continue to work with 

and consult these organizations and others.  

 

 

 


