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2017 Biennium Quality Schools  
Projects Recommended for Grant Funding 

 
 
The Department of Commerce (Commerce) administers the Quality Schools Grant Program, 
codified at Sections 90-6-801, et seq., MCA. The Quality Schools Grant Program provides a 
competitive grant program for (1) school facility and technology grants; (2) matching planning 
grants; and (3) emergency grants for public school districts in Montana (elementary districts and 
high school districts as defined in 20-6-101, MCA, or a K-12 school district as defined in 20-6-701, 
MCA). 
 
Funding for Quality Schools grants comes from the school facility and technology special 
revenue account, which includes a combination of revenue from the timber harvest on common 
school trust lands, and rental income received from power site leases as provided in Section 77-
4-208, MCA. 
 
Quality Schools project grants are available on a competitive basis for: major repairs or deferred 
maintenance to an existing school; construction of a new school; major improvements or 
enhancements to an existing school; or information technology infrastructure, including 
installations, upgrades, or improvements, to an existing school.  
 
Commerce received 53 grant applications for 2017 Biennium Quality Schools project grants. Staff 
reviewed and ranked the applications based on the priorities and criteria set forth in Section 90-
6-811, MCA. Commerce then adjusted the rankings based on the educationally relevant factors 
established in Section 20-9-309, MCA.  The total possible points any proposed project could 
receive in the 2017 Biennium ranking was 500. 
 
Commerce Director Meg O’Leary submitted her final list of recommended projects and the form 
and amount of financial assistance for each project to Governor Bullock. The Governor reviewed 
the projects recommended by Commerce and has submitted to the legislature a list of 
recommendations as to the projects and the form and amount of financial assistance for each 
project. The recommendations include 12 projects protecting public health and safety, 30 
projects addressing deferred maintenance, two projects addressing accreditation standards, 
four energy efficiency projects, two technology projects, and three projects addressing improved 
educational opportunities. The Governor recommends these 53 projects be funded in the 
amounts shown below, for a total project grant appropriation of $30,247,338. The Quality 
Schools Program statute provides that the Legislature will make the final decisions on funding 
awards and make the necessary appropriations for these grants. 
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 Quality Schools Grant Program 
Project Grant Award Recommendations for the 2017 Biennium 

 

Rank Applicant County Project Description Requested 
Amount 

Awarded 
Amount 

Cumulative 
Award Amount 

1 Miles City ELE Custer Fire alarm and security 
system upgrades 

$ 359,623 $ 359,623 $ 359,623 

2 Custer County HS Custer Reconfigure sewer and 
storm drains and replace 
roof 

$ 960,254 $ 960,254 $ 1,319,877 

3 Yellowstone 
Academy ELE 

Yellowstone Wastewater system 
improvements project 

$ 470,000 $ 470,000 $ 1,789,877 

4 Pryor ELE Big Horn Replace unsafe elementary 
school 

$ 1,220,000 $ 1,220,000 $ 3,009,877 

5 Wolf Point ELE Roosevelt Update the roof and parking 
lot drainage 

$ 862,300 $ 862,300 $ 3,872,177 

6 Arlee ELE Lake Boiler replacement $ 375,000 $ 375,000 $ 4,247,177 

7 Livingston ELE Park Heating and ventilation 
upgrades 

$ 665,000 $ 665,000 $ 4,912,177 

8 Polson ELE Lake Boiler replacement $ 1,337,981 $ 1,337,981 $ 6,250,158 

9 Rosebud K-12 Rosebud Domestic water quality 
improvement 

$ 174,300 $ 174,300 $ 6,424,458 

10 Ashland ELE Rosebud Roof replacement $ 1,013,000 $ 1,013,000 $ 7,437,458 

11 Grass Range HS Fergus Partial roof replacement $ 62,763 $ 62,763 $ 7,500,221 

12 Park City ELE Stillwater Replace Leaking Roof $ 562,396 $ 562,396 $ 8,062,617 

13 Troy ELE Lincoln Boiler replacement $ 125,400 $ 125,400 $ 8,188,017 

14 Amsterdam ELE Gallatin Fire sprinkler system 
installation 

$ 232,650 $ 232,650 $ 8,420,667 

15 Roundup HS Musselshell Fire alarm system upgrade $ 137,376 $ 137,376 $ 8,558,043 

16 Troy HS Lincoln Energy efficiency upgrades $ 295,887 $ 295,887 $ 8,853,930 

17 Trout Creek ELE Sanders Foundation repairs and 
asbestos abatement 

$ 102,600 $ 102,600 $ 8,956,530 

18 Cascade ELE Cascade Heating and ventilation 
upgrades 

$ 335,544 $ 335,544 $ 9,292,074 

19 Superior K-12 Mineral Heating and ventilation 
upgrades 

$ 470,403 $ 470,403 $ 9,762,477 

20 Lavina K-12 Golden Valley Classroom and technology 
center addition 

$ 1,500,000 $ 1,500,000 $ 11,262,477 

21 Shields Valley ELE Park Boiler and heating controls 
replacement 

$ 458,311 $ 458,311 $ 11,720,788 

22 Billings HS Yellowstone Heating, ventilation and 
lighting upgrades 

$ 1,533,212 $ 1,533,212 $ 13,254,000 

23 Missoula ELE Missoula Classroom upgrades at Lewis 
& Clark Elementary and 
Meadow Hill Middle School 

$ 681,337 $ 681,337 $ 13,935,337 

24 Missoula HS Missoula Classroom upgrades at Big 
Sky High School 

$ 323,827 $ 323,827 $ 14,259,164 

25 Plentywood K-12 Sheridan Boiler replacement $ 900,000 $ 900,000 $ 15,159,164 

26 St Regis K-12 Mineral Relocate school 
administration to improve 
safety and security 

$ 544,943 $ 544,943 $ 15,704,107 

27 Kalispell ELE Flathead Energy efficiency upgrades $ 525,898 $ 525,898 $ 16,230,005 
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Rank Applicant County Project Description Requested 
Amount 

Awarded 
Amount 

Cumulative 
Award Amount 

28 Powell County HS Powell Lighting upgrades $ 244,789 $ 244,789 $ 16,474,794 

29 Stevensville ELE Ravalli Heating and ventilation 
upgrades 

$ 865,894 $ 865,894 $ 17,340,688 

30 Bridger K-12 Carbon Replace boiler $ 318,000 $ 318,000 $ 17,658,688 

31 Forsyth HS Rosebud Heating and ventilation 
upgrades 

$ 255,410 $ 255,410 $ 17,914,098 

32 Libby K-12 Lincoln Heating and ventilation 
upgrades 

$ 1,069,278 $ 1,069,278 $ 18,983,376 

33 Lockwood ELE Yellowstone Roofing and daylight 
harvesting 

$ 912,524 $ 912,524 $ 19,895,900 

34 Stevensville HS Ravalli Heating and ventilation 
upgrades 

$ 950,051 $ 950,051 $ 20,845,951 

35 Glasgow K-12 Valley Security upgrades $ 150,930 $ 150,930 $ 20,996,881 

36 Three Forks HS Gallatin Electrical distribution 
upgrades 

$ 121,997 $ 121,997 $ 21,118,878 

37 Fair-Mont-Egan 
ELE 

Flathead Renovate existing facility 
and expand facility for two 
classrooms 

$ 366,367 $ 366,367 $ 21,485,245 

38 Frenchtown K-12 Missoula Window replacement and 
installation of exterior sun 
shade 

$ 426,408 $ 426,408 $ 21,911,653 

39 Havre HS Hill Heating and ventilation 
upgrades 

$ 525,000 $ 525,000 $ 22,436,653 

40 Townsend K-12 Broadwater Heating and ventilation 
upgrades 

$ 231,339 $ 231,339 $ 22,667,992 

41 West Valley ELE Flathead Purchase kitchen equipment $ 350,000 $ 350,000 $ 23,017,992 

42 Laurel ELE Yellowstone Heating and ventilation 
upgrades 

$ 632,000 $ 632,000 $ 23,649,992 

43 Butte HS Silver Bow Heating and ventilation 
upgrades 

$ 1,190,645 $ 1,190,645 $ 24,840,637 

44 North Star HS Hill Heating and ventilation 
upgrades 

$ 392,615 $ 392,615 $ 25,233,252 

45 Stanford K-12 Judith Basin Heating and ventilation 
upgrades 

$ 413,040 $ 413,040 $ 25,646,292 

46 Lolo ELE Missoula Safety and security 
improvements 

$ 340,350 $ 340,350 $ 25,986,642 

47 Hamilton K-12 Ravalli Building envelope 
improvements 

$ 953,216 $ 953,216 $ 26,939,858 

48 Power HS Teton Kitchen and cafeteria 
remodel and addition 

$ 557,053 $ 557,053 $ 27,496,911 

49 Anderson ELE Gallatin Heating and ventilation 
upgrades 

$ 209,000 $ 209,000 $ 27,705,911 

50 Colstrip ELE Rosebud High school renovation and 
consolidation project 

$ 750,000 $ 750,000 $ 28,455,911 

51 North Star ELE Hill Heating and ventilation 
upgrades 

$ 334,810 $ 334,810 $ 28,790,721 

52 Simms HS Cascade Construction of new Vo-Ag 
and Science Ed building 

$ 1,142,833 $ 1,142,833 $ 29,933,554 

53 Clinton ELE Missoula Energy efficiency upgrades $ 313,784 $ 313,784 $ 30,247,338 

   TOTAL $ 30,247,338 $ 30,247,338 $ 30,247,338 
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Miles City Elementary School District 
Statutory Priority #1 (Public Health and Safety) 

 
This application received 416 points and ranked 1 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $359,623 
School District Building Reserve Funds $50,000 

Project Total $409,623 
 

Project History – The district’s recently developed Crisis Plan notes that there has been an increase in crime in 
the region from the developing oil and gas industry in eastern MT. This has increased the community concerns 
for our students and staff safety within the district’s facilities. The location of the administrative offices of each 
school in the District is such that it limits visual recognition of persons entering and leaving the buildings. This 
makes it difficult to monitor who enters and leaves the building during school and after hours. The entrances of 
each school are poorly illuminated and increase the chance of crime.  
 
The Crisis Plan also identifies two schools without adequate fire alarms, making it difficult to properly notify 
occupants of a fire and alerting the local fire department in a timely manner. 
 
The District’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 1081 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The current fire alarm systems in two of the schools in the District (Jefferson Elementary and Highland Park 
Elementary) violate current building codes, with one of the schools having just a pull station and a bell.  
Jefferson Elementary does not have a public address system, which would be a significant issue during an 
emergency. All district schools (Jefferson Elementary, Highland Park Elementary, Garfield Elementary, Lincoln 
Elementary, and Washington Middle School) do not have a security system to control visitor access, nor the 
lighting necessary to make a camera system practical. Schools do not have administrative offices located at the 
main entrance of each building, necessitating a security system in each to monitor and control access to the 
schools. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Install new fire alarm system at Jefferson School and Highland Park School to meet building codes, 
• Install a public address system at Jefferson School, 
• Install security systems to control visitor access at five schools in the district; and  
• Increase lighting for security purposes at five schools in the district.  
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Custer County High School District 

Statutory Priority #1 (Public Health and Safety) 
 
This application received 392 points and ranked 2 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $960,254 
School District Building Reserve Funds $100,000 

Project Total $1,060,254 
 

Project History – Custer County High School was originally built in 1921 with a gymnasium and classrooms 
added in 1963. Another addition in 1983 added more classroom spaces by infilling portions between the 1921 
and 1963 buildings. The roof drains and storm drains for the school connect into the sanitary waste piping from 
the school building. The existing combined sanitary waste/storm drain piping is not sized to handle the high 
rainfall events, and the excess pressure is relieved through several drains in the lower level of the building. 
Sewage backup has occurred within the school multiple times every year; four events occurred during the 2013-
2014 school year. 
 
In a related problem, the underground storm drain piping below the gymnasium is undersized to handle the 
code-mandated rainfall events, and therefore during heavy rainstorms, storm water percolates up through the 
gymnasium floor which is detrimental to the wood court surface. Piping joints in the underground storm water 
system are suspected of failing due to the extreme pressure from storm water backing up. Sewage and water 
has backed up approximately 29” above the basement floor level through a wash basin in the shop. 
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 516 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
During heavy rainfall events sewage backs up into drinking fountains, sinks, toilets and other fixtures. Drain line 
fittings below the gym have been compromised due to high pressure from lines backing up.  There are 
insufficient roof drains to feed into a separate system from the sanitary waste lines. The poor condition and the 
age of the roof membrane requires that it be replaced to ensure that the roof will remain water tight.  The 
sidewalk adjacent to the gymnasium is sloping toward the building, leading to groundwater being forced into 
the gym by hydrostatic pressure through the gym floor.  
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Separate sewage drainage system from storm drainage system, 
• Replace a portion of and re-route the existing gymnasium storm piping, 
• Connect the new storm drain pipe to the existing city main,  
• Re-route the main sewage line to the existing city sewer main, 
• Correcting roof drains serving the gymnasium, 
• Replace the roof membrane and associate roof flashings; and 
• Replace concrete sidewalk. 
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Yellowstone Academy Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #1 (Public Health and Safety) 
 
This application received 388 points and ranked 3 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $470,000 
Renewable Resource Grant and Loan (RRGL) 
Program Grant and Loan $395,600 

Project Total $865,600 
 

Problem History – The Yellowstone Academy Elementary is located on the campus of the Yellowstone Boys and 
Girls Ranch (YBGR), outside of Billings, MT. The Yellowstone Academy is a public school district K-8 elementary 
school accredited through the Montana Office of Public Instruction. The existing lagoons at the YBGR are failing 
to treat the wastewater. This is causing an increase in the nutrient levels mandated by the MDEQ. This 
untreated wastewater is being discharged into Canyon Creek. This is posing health risks to downstream users 
and aquatic habitat. Sludge has also been accumulating in the lagoons since 1996 (when the cells were last 
improved). The Yellowstone Boys and Girls Ranch is currently under Administrative Order by MDEQ. It is 
estimated that 63% of the wastewater usage at YBGR is due to the Yellowstone Academy. 
 
The district serves from 50 to 70 students from the YBGR Psychiatric Treatment Facility on average, as well as 
approximately 50 students from the surrounding areas (2013-2014 school year). 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The wastewater treatment system is failing and causing a health risk to the staff and students and to areas 
downstream on Canyon Creek. Elevated nutrient levels are also threatening aquatic life and habitat in the 
stream. The district is out of compliance and under an Administrative Order from MTDEQ. The effluent nutrient 
levels have exceeded permit levels for several years. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Remove, dewater, and dispose of the accumulated sludge in the existing lagoons,  
• Replace lagoons liners; and 
• Install aeration system in two of the three lagoons. 
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Pryor Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #1 (Public Health and Safety) 
 
This application received 372 points and ranked 4 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $1,220,000 
School District Building Reserve Funds $350,000 
Coal Board Grant $530,000 

Project Total $2,100,000 
 

Project History – Pryor Elementary School was constructed in 1959 and later expanded to include a cafeteria, 
library and two additional classrooms. The school is approximately 17,225 sq ft, which includes five classrooms, 
a gymnasium, library, kitchen, cafeteria and administration offices. The school served  57 students during the 
2013-2014 school year. 
 
The elementary school building is several hundred yards from the Plenty Coups High School to the south. 
Elementary students currently walk to the high school to use the gymnasium, music room and library. Meals for 
the elementary are prepared at the high school and transported the elementary. The two schools also share 
administrative and facility, teaching and counseling staff. 
 
The Plenty Coups High School facility underwent a comprehensive upgrade to the HVAC and lighting systems in 
2014 to improve the energy efficiency and long-term integrity of the facility. 
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 63 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
Inadequate ventilation, lack of ADA restrooms, single pane windows, inefficient furnaces, non-functioning 
temperature controls, non-code compliant fire alarm, no sprinkler system, asbestos floor tiles throughout the 
school, inefficient lighting, defective security system, uninsulated masonry block walls, failing roof, deteriorated 
wood siding at gable ends, and a non-functioning kitchen. These issues were identified in a comprehensive 
facility analysis. The analysis estimated the cost to correct the deficiencies in the elementary building at 
approximately $300,000 less than the cost to building an entirely new facility to replace the original one. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Replace unsafe elementary with new energy efficient low maintenance 6,250 sq ft building adjacent to 
the high school; and  

• Connect to the high school via a walkway to maintain the necessary separation between the two age 
groups.  
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Wolf Point Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #1 (Public Health and Safety) 
 
This application received 364 points and ranked 5 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $862,300 

Project Total $862,300 
 

Project History – The Junior/Senior High School building and parking lot were constructed in 1969. An addition 
was added to the original building in 2002 which changed the entrance to the original building. 
 
The parking lot has had minimal repairs since its original installation due to limited maintenance funds needed 
for more critical facility needs. The parking lot has poor drainage, and the payment is cracked, crumbling and 
severely potholed. This situation has created uneven footing for walking in the parking lot and vehicles swerving 
to avoid the potholes. These problems are further exacerbated by the drainage from the school roof being 
channeled directly into the parking lot. In the winter months the parking lot becomes coated with ice, including 
in front of the entrance and in the handicap parking area. This situation creates a hazard to staff, students, and 
the general public visiting the facility. There have been many slips, trips, and falls by staff, students, and 
community members in the parking lot, particularly during the winter months due to the slope of the parking 
lot. Deterioration will continue if no repairs or updates are made. 
 
The two districts together have enrollment for FY 2014 of 836 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The parking lot for the Junior/Senior High School building is deteriorated to the point of posing significant safety 
hazards for students, staff and the general public visiting the facility. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Construct underground storm drain for roof drainage; and  
• Grade and resurface parking lot.  
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Arlee Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #2 (Deferred Maintenance) 
 
This application received 360 points and ranked 6 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $375,000 
School District Flex Fund $20,000 

Project Total $395,000 
 

Project History – The Arlee Elementary and High School are heated by two boiler systems. The primary boiler is 
a coal-fired steam boiler and is supplemented by a secondary oil-fired boiler that serves both as a backup in case 
the coal boiler fails, and to provide heat when heating load is light and it is impractical to use the coal boiler to 
serve the low demand.  
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 349 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The oil boiler is over 60 years old, has developed multiple leaks and is at the end of its useful life. It underwent 
an extensive overhaul in 1990. Since 2000, the boiler has failed several times requiring the school to shut it 
down and use electric space heaters to provide supplemental heat when heating demand is less. The use of 
space heaters has meant increased electricity costs for the school, caused breakers to trip regularly, and meant 
certain areas of the schools are  uncomfortably cold because the space heaters are not adequate or can’t safely 
be located in these areas. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Replace the oil boiler with a new cast iron sectional oil boiler. 
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Livingston Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #2 (Deferred Maintenance) 
 
This application received 360 points and ranked 7 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 

 
Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 

Quality Schools Grant $665,000 
School District Building Reserve Fund $1,359,097 

Project Total $2,024,097 
 

Project History – Winans Elementary was originally constructed in 1948 and has undergone few mechanical or 
electrical upgrades in its recent history. The school’s lighting system was upgraded in 2009 with T-8 lights 
throughout the facility, and occupancy sensors were added where appropriate to significantly reduce electrical 
power consumption in the school. The remainder of the facility’s HVAC and electrical systems remain largely as 
they were at the times of installation, meaning many of the components are up to 66 years old and operate 
inefficiently or in some cases not at all. 
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 939 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
Winans School has original HVAC systems and no operable ventilation equipment. The existing HVAC systems in 
their current configuration and condition are not capable of delivering sufficient fresh air to meet current 
ventilation codes, are not providing a comfortable learning/teaching environment, and the parts of the system 
that are able to operate, are operating at noise levels that exceed levels recommended by the American 
National Standards Institute. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Upgrade HVAC system,  
• Upgrade temperature control system,  
• Replace boiler system (steam to hot water conversion); and 
• Replace domestic hot water system, 
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Polson Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #2 (Deferred Maintenance) 
 
This application received 360 points and ranked 8 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $1,337,981 
School District Impact Aid $200,000 

Project Total $1,537,981 
 

Project History – The Cherry Valley Elementary school was constructed in 1963 and expanded in 1982 and 1989. 
The facility serves pre-kindergarten through first grade in the Polson school system. Cherry Valley is the only 
building heated with steam heat among the four school facilities in the elementary district. Steam is generated 
by a 1955 Weil McLean cast iron oil-fired boiler purchased in used condition and installed in the newly 
constructed school in 1963.  
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 1210 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The existing steam boiler is inefficient and at the end of its useful life. Replacement parts are no longer 
manufactured or available. Distribution lines, condensate mains and unit ventilators are likewise deteriorated 
and in need of replacement.  
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Replace the boiler, distribution lines and unit ventilators with a new hot water system.  
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Rosebud K-12 School District 

Statutory Priority #2 (Deferred Maintenance) 
 
This application received 360 points and ranked 9 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 

 
Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 

Quality Schools Grant $174,300 
Coal Board Grant $12,600 
School District Building Reserve Fund $10,000 

Project Total $196,900 
 

Project History – The original school building in Rosebud was constructed in 1937 with major additions in 1954, 
1975, and 1977. The school's domestic water is obtained by a single artesian well that was drilled in 1989 and 
supplies all the domestic water demands for the building. The school utilizes approximately 500 gallons of 
domestic water per school day and there are areas that have inadequate supply pressure due to scale build-up 
within smaller pipes. There are three separate domestic water heaters in the school that fail approximately 
every two years from the buildup of excessive scale due to the poor water quality. Faucets in the restrooms 
exhibit pitting on all surfaces and blockages of the spray passages in the aerators. Toilets exhibit rust staining, 
significant turbidity due to suspended solids when refilling after flushing and valve seats that fail causing 
excessive water use.  
 
Most significant are the water testing results showing levels of fluoride nearly twice the EPA enforced Maximum 
Content Level (MCL). Elevated fluoride in drinking water can lead to discoloration and pitting of teeth in young 
children. The testing also indicates a very high level of bicarbonate and alkalinity combining with sodium and 
calcium. The frequent failure of the domestic water heaters is likely due to the bicarbonate and sodium clogging 
in the piping within the heater and precipitating out and causing the interior lining of the storage tank to leak.  
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 99 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
Poor water quality posing a health risk to students and causing plumbing fixtures and piping to fail or decline in 
efficacy in relatively short time periods. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Install a reverse osmosis (R/O) water filtration system; and 
• Replace corroded piping and damaged plumbing fixtures.  
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Ashland Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #2 (Deferred Maintenance) 
 
This application received 348 points and ranked 10 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $1,013,000 

Project Total $1,013,000 
 

Project History – The original Ashland Elementary School building, constructed in 1960, was approximately 
9,700 square feet and had four classrooms and a multipurpose area for food service and gym use. The building’s 
roof structure consisted of a flat roof system over the classroom and office areas and an 8:12 pitched gable roof 
over the multipurpose area. 
 
In 1977, a 21,000 square foot addition was added to the Ashland Elementary School, providing the school with 
additional classrooms, a dedicated gym space, and more area for the school administration. The addition 
consists of three areas of varying roof elevation. 
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 78 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The roof over the addition of the elementary building is 36 years old and the roof over the original building is 53 
years old. The current failing roof system is deteriorated and results in continued maintenance for the district’s 
maintenance staff and personnel. The leaking roof has ruined several ceiling panels, often creates a slip hazard 
due to wet flooring, and is the cause of continued damage to the roof infrastructure, compromising its integrity. 
The existing roof insulation is saturated in places, causing extensive heat loss and higher energy bills for the 
District. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Install a built-up roof (BUR) system with an insulated R- Value of 35.  
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Grass Range High School District 

Statutory Priority #2 (Deferred Maintenance) 
 
This application received 348 points and ranked 11 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $62,763 
Parent Teacher Org. Grant $500 

Project Total $63,263 
 
 

Project History – The Grass Range School building was built in 1961 and is a 23,517 square foot building. The 
roof has reached the end of its useful life and has had multiple leaks over the few years. The district has been 
able to replace the most significant areas; approximately 66% of the roof has already been replaced since 2012. 
This work has depleted the district’s facility maintenance funds.  
 
The final section of roof needing to be replaced (approximately 7500 square feet) is the center section of the 
roof of the main building. 
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 27 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The remaining section of roof requiring replacement is 23 years old and is at the end of its useful life. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Replace 7500 square feet of the main building’s roof; and 
• Install fire board and hypalon roofing material. 
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Park City Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #2 (Deferred Maintenance) 
 
This application received 348 points and ranked 12 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $562,396 

Project Total $562,396 
 

Project History – The current Park City K-12 School building was developed in five phases, replacing the original 
1906 facility over time. These phases included a gymnasium-locker room in 1950 and classroom additions in 
1967, 1978, 1979, and 1990. The roof over the main facility has reached the end of its functional life and is 
beyond the point of repair. 
 
The two districts together serve 371 students in FY 2014. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The existing roof over the main facility is over 30 years old and needs to be replaced. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Replace 36,000 square feet of roof.  
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Troy Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #2 (Deferred Maintenance) 
 
This application received 348 points and ranked 13 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $125,400 
School District Metal Mines Proceeds $20,000 

Project Total $145,400 
 

Project History – W.F. Morris Elementary School is approximately 32,335 sq ft. The school is made up of 19 
classrooms, and 8,735 square foot gymnasium/kitchen/locker room wing, office and administration spaces, and 
a partial basement storage wing. The school was constructed in 1938 with additions in 1968, 1979 and 1982. 
 
Heat in the building is provided by one biomass (wood pellet) boiler installed in 2005 and an oil-fired steam 
boiler installed in 1992. The biomass boiler is the main heat source, with the oil boiler serving as the both the 
backup boiler and to meet heating needs when demand is light and the biomass boiler is inefficient for the 
purpose, or when demand is at its peak and supplemental heat is necessary. 
 
The district’s enrollment for FY2014 is 278 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The existing fuel oil boiler is at the end of its useful life and needs to be replaced. The system experienced 
regular leaks and other maintenance problems and is difficult and costly for the District to maintain. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Replace the existing oil boiler with a new, energy efficient propane boiler.  
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Amsterdam Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #1 (Public Health and Safety) 
 
This application received 344 points and ranked 14 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $232,650 
School District Building Reserve Fund $24,350 
School District Deferred Maintenance Fund $3,681 

Project Total $260,681 
 

Project History – Amsterdam School’s campus is composed of two buildings. The smaller building was 
constructed in 1962. In 1996 a second building was constructed that included 4 classrooms and an office area. In 
2008, 6 additional classrooms were added onto the second building. The second facility is 13,100 sq ft. 
 
Due to the lack of classroom space the school will be unable to meet the growth in the student population 
forecast for the coming years. The district is planning to make improvements to both facilities to provide for 
additional space as well as provide for enhanced learning spaces. Any expansion, however, will trigger 
implementation of the 2009 International Building Code which requires public buildings in excess of 12,000 sq ft 
to have automatic sprinkler system, which the second facility does not have. 
 
The older, smaller building is approximately 4,200 square feet and will require costly structural improvements if 
significantly altered. 
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 157 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The district is planning for expansion of the second, larger facility on the school campus, but will be required to 
install a fire suppression system before expansion can occur.  
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Install fire sprinkler system.   
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Roundup High School District 

Statutory Priority #1 (Public Health and Safety) 
 
This application received 344 points and ranked 15 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $137,376 
School District Building Reserve Fund $20,000 

Project Total $157,376 
 

Project History – The high school building was built in 1956. In 1996, four classrooms and restrooms were added 
to the east end of the building. The current fire alarm system may be original to the 1956 construction and is 
considered outdated and deemed ineffective. The system is no longer UL Listed and does not provide adequate 
safety measures in the case of a fire or evacuation event. The Fire Marshall has presented written concerns 
about the age and effectiveness of this system. 
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 188 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The current fire alarm system presents a significant risk of performance in the event of a fire or alarm 
mechanism. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Install a manual fire alarm system and a voice/alarm communication system, including manual pull 
stations at all exits, smoke detectors by smoke doors and speaker strobes in all areas including class 
rooms, locker rooms, bathrooms and hallways. 
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Troy High School District 

Statutory Priority #4 (Energy Efficiency) 
 
This application received 344 points and ranked 16 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $295,887 
City of Troy Loan $1,004,543 

Project Total $1,300,430 
 

Project History – Troy School’s Junior High/High School campus consist of three (3) buildings in close proximity. 
The original Troy High School building was constructed in 1916 with an auditorium and more classrooms added 
in 1938. The original building is heated by one steam fuel oil boiler. A gym was built adjacent to the original 
structure in 1950. The gym is heated by a second steam fuel oil boiler. In 1958 a frame classroom addition, 
which incorporated windows, was added to the gym and was heated by the same steam fuel oil boiler as the 
gym. The second block and frame addition to the gym and annex was completed in 1979. This second annex 
addition was heated using electric heaters. In 1992 a third block and frame classroom addition was added to the 
annex and gym. This third addition was heated using the same steam boiler as the gym, but for this section the 
steam was converted to hot water heat for heating purposes. The heating units in this section are overhead. The 
other building in the high school complex, the woodworking and welding shop, was completed in 1982 and is 
heated by electric baseboard heat. 
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 149 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The junior high/high school campus has a variety of inefficient heating systems that result in increased 
maintenance and energy costs. The District completed an energy audit in 2014 that identified replacement and 
upgrade of the campus’ entire heating system, which would result in energy savings of over $57,500 per year. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Replace the existing fuel oil steam boilers at the junior high/high school with three new boilers,  
• Convert all of the high school existing steam heating system in the classrooms and the gymnasium with 

a hot water heating system and new hot water heating terminal units, 
• Connect junior high with the new boilers at the high school, 
• Convert the existing steam heating system in the junior high school classrooms, auditorium, and 

cafeteria areas with a hot water heating system and new hot water heating terminal units; and 
• Install new hot water unit ventilators. 
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Trout Creek Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #1 (Public Health and Safety) 
 
This application received 340 points and ranked 17 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $102,600 
School District Flex Fund 11,400 
School District General Fund 18,275 

Project Total $132,275 
 

Project History – The main school building which houses grades K-6 was constructed in 1973. A gymnasium 
addition was completed in 1978. The foundation of the 1973 building shows signs of significant settling and 
cracking, causing both significant moisture infiltration that is leading to mold growth. The uneven settling of the 
flooring above the foundation is also causing the cracking and crumbling of asbestos-contaminated flooring 
material.  
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 52 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 

• Mold growth in the floor sheathing 
• Disintegrating asbestos-containing floor surfaces 

 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Seal foundation and basement walls with the installment of drain tiles, sump pumps, and French drains,  
• Replace molding damaged floor sheathing; and 
• Remove asbestos containing sub floor and linoleum flooring. 
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Cascade Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #2 (Deferred Maintenance) 
 
This application received 336 points and ranked 18 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $335,544 
U.S. EPA Federal Tax Deduction $18,706 
School District District Funds 18,750 
Northwestern Energy Rebate $3,000 

Project Total $376,000 
 

Project History – The two main buildings in the district are the main school and bus garage. The oldest part of 
the school dates to the 1940’s with the most recent addition completed in 2001. The main school building is 
63,979 square feet; and the bus barn is 10,250 square feet.  
 
Due to the age of the main school building, the diversity of heating and ventilation systems within the building 
and the change in elevation from the elementary wing to the high school wing, the main building suffers from 
lack of reliable temperature control. i.e. the elementary wing is cool and the high school wing is overly warm. 
This creates a less than optimal learning environment; however any solutions to this problem will require a 
major capital project. 
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 196 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The buildings are heated with a system of five gas-fired boilers installed in 2001. These boilers have been 
inefficient and costly to maintain is service. In 2012 the District replaced two of the boilers due to boiler failure. 
Two more of the remaining three boilers are showing signs of similar failure and are in need of replacement. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Replace two boilers with two boilers,  
• Convert hydronic pumps to variable flow increased system efficiency,  
• Install a backup water heater and replace heat coil; and  
• Retro-commission system to ensure long-term system efficiency and comfort. 
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Superior K-12 School District 

Statutory Priority #2 (Deferred Maintenance) 
 
This application received 336 points and ranked 19 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $470,403 

Project Total $470,403 
 

Project History – The Superior K-12 School District consists of three main school facilities. The elementary 
building was constructed in 1994 and is 29,250 sq ft. The building has two classrooms for each grade (14 
classrooms in all) and houses the cafeteria and kitchen for the district. The junior high is 10,800 sq ft and is in a 
former grocery store built in 1960. A classroom addition was constructed in 1990. The building also contains the 
industrial arts shop for the district. The high school, constructed in 1963, is 42,000 sq ft. and has had multiple 
upgrades since then, the most recent in 2010. 
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 306 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The high school does not currently have adequate ventilation. The heat/ventilation units in the gymnasium do 
not operate automatically when needed and as a result are operate longer than necessary to meet fresh air 
requirements.  The existing temperature controls in the High School and Elementary School no longer operate 
to automate the heating system, requiring the system to be controlled manually. This does not allow for 
temperature setback on a schedule, using excess energy to heat the buildings. The high school and elementary 
school have excessive air leakage around door, windows and other opening in the buildings, and the elementary 
school has a number of windows with broken thermal seals. The high school has insufficient roof insulation, 
causing excessive loss of heat from the building. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Install a Heat Recovery Ventilator system in the high school building to efficiently provide outside air, 
• Upgrade outdated heat/ventilation units in the gymnasium to include programmable controls and new 

variable speed motors, 
• Install digital temperature controls in the elementary and high school, 
• Install efficient motors in the elementary cooling units, 
• Seal leaks around doors, windows and other building penetrations in both the elementary and high 

school, 
• Replace windows in the elementary building that have broken thermal seals; and 
• Install vinyl backed batt insulation to the underside of the high school roof structure. 
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Lavina K-12 School District 

Statutory Priority #3 (Accreditation Standards) 
 
This application received 324 points and ranked 20 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $1,500,000 
School District Mill Levy $939,801 

Project Total $2,439,801 
 

Project History – The Lavina K-12 School building is 30,204 square-feet with enrollment of 73-85 (current 73) K-
12 grade students and a teaching staff of 15. The original school building was built in 1928, with an addition in 
1998. The new addition is approximately 17,592 sq-ft and consists of a gymnasium, locker rooms, library, music 
room, kitchen, lunch room and administration offices. 
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 79 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The district is hindered in offering foreign language (besides one Spanish class), advanced placement and dual 
credit classes. These classes are offered via an I-TV distance learning system. Due to the space limitations at the 
school the I-TV system is in the music room which severely limits expanding course options. ARM 10.55.902 
requires all middle grade students must be allowed to elect from program area offerings that include a ½ unit of 
world language and cultures classes and ARM 10.55.904 requires a minimum of 2 units of world languages for 
high school students. ARM 10.55.804 requires the district to provide structured support and assistance to 
teachers in identifying and meeting the diverse student needs of gifted and talented students, and a framework 
for considering a full range of alternatives for addressing student needs. The school doesn't have a 
handicapped-accessible classroom. ARM 10.55.801 requires the district provide programs and services that 
meet the needs of students which the school has identified as, at risk; and encourage the active involvement of 
parents, families, and guardians in their children’s education and in their school. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Construct two-story addition to the existing school facility to provide additional classroom and 
technology space.  

 

 27 



 
Shields Valley Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #2 (Deferred Maintenance) 
 
This application received 324 points and ranked 21 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $458,311 

Project Total $458,311 
 

Project History – The elementary facility in Wilsall, MT is a combination of structures. The first, White Building, 
was constructed in the 1920s and renovated after the earthquake in 1959. The Red Building was constructed in 
the 1960s.  
 
The boiler building is in between both school buildings and provides heat to both structures. Heating for both 
school buildings is provided by a single low pressure steam boiler which is located in the building. The boiler 
appears to have been installed at the same time as the 1960s building construction making it over 50 years old. 
Each classroom and office contains a floor mounted steam radiator to provide heat to the spaces. Mechanical 
ventilation, which supplies fresh air to the building, is absent in the building. 
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 138 students. 
 
Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The boiler has been well maintained, but is inefficient and is corroding on the inside due to its age. The boiler is 
in need of replacement within the next several years. The steam system is also generally less efficient as new 
hot water systems on the market. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Replace boiler, distribution piping and steam radiators with two hot water oil-fired boilers, piping and 
fin tube baseboard radiators throughout the two schools.. 
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Billings High School District 

Statutory Priority #2 (Deferred Maintenance) 
 
This application received 312 points and ranked 22 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $1,533,212 

Project Total $1,533,212 
 

Project History – Billings Senior High School, the oldest of three high schools and a career center in Billings, was 
constructed in 1938 with additions in 1953, 1967 and 1973. The original building consisted of a U-shaped three 
story classroom section with a two-story music/drama as well as a two-story gymnasium and athletic areas. The 
heating system is the original steam system distributed with radiators and 1950's-era classroom unit ventilators. 
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 5341 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The HVAC system at Senior High is well past its anticipated service life and operating inefficiently. The lighting is 
also aging and inefficient. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Replace the lighting and HVAC systems of the teaching spaces on the second and third floors of the 
original 1938 building. 
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Missoula Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #5 (Technology Needs) 
 
This application received 312 points and ranked 23 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $681,337 
School District Rental Lease Revenue $64,153 

Project Total $745,491 
 

Project History – Lewis and Clark Elementary was built in 1954 and expanded in 1967 and again in 2008. 
Meadow Hill Middle school was built in 1969 and expanded in 1979 and 1989. The steering committee guiding 
the Strategic Facilities Planning process for the district recommended demonstration projects focused on safety, 
deferred maintenance and technology and determined that the most effective and visible project would be 
comprehensive projects that integrate all functionally related aspects of the Strategic Facilities Planning process. 
The goal is to demonstrate what the master plan for each school calls for in a discrete, fundable project in 
advance of asking the community for support of a general obligation bond in November 2015 to do all the work 
in all the schools. 
 
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 5196 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The two facilities do not support collaborative teaching for middle school teachers because of their design. The 
intent of the project is to transform a portion of the school into a learning center for educators and students; 
keeping costs lower than rebuilding. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Upgrade and reconstruct  up to five classroom spaces at Lewis and Clark; and   
• Upgrade and reconstruct up to eight classroom spaces at Meadow Hill.   
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Missoula High School District 

Statutory Priority #5 (Technology Needs) 
 
This application received 312 points and ranked 24 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $323,827 
School District Rental Lease Revenue $32,572 

Project Total $356,399 
 

Project History – Big Sky High School was constructed in 1980 as a major expansion to a pre-existing facility built 
in 1977. The school was expanded in 2003 and is the newest of Missoula’s three urban high schools but achieves 
the majority of its capacity through the use of windowless classrooms. The educational programs and the 
modular nature of Big Sky School are an effective fit with a demonstration project. The steering committee 
guiding the Strategic Facilities Planning process for the district recommended demonstration projects focused 
on safety, deferred maintenance and technology and determined that the most effective and visible project 
would be comprehensive projects that integrate all functionally related aspects of the Strategic Facilities 
Planning process. The goal is to demonstrate what the master plan for each school calls for in a discrete, 
fundable project in advance of asking the community for support of a general obligation bond in November 
2015 to do all the work in all the schools. 
 
The District’s enrollment for FY2014 is 3701 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The facilities in the District do not support collaborative teaching because of their design. The facility does not 
support collaborative teaching with full inclusion special education because of the design. The intent of the 
project is to transform a portion of the school into a learning center for educators and students; keeping costs 
lower than rebuilding. 
 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Upgrade and reconstruct  up to six classroom spaces in Big Sky High School..  

 31 



 
Plentywood K-12 School District 

Statutory Priority #2 (Deferred Maintenance) 
 
This application received 312 points and ranked 25 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $900,000 
School District Building Reserve Fund $50,000 

Project Total $950,000 
 

Project History – The original school (which serves all grades) was constructed in the 1950's and after a fire, part 
of the school was reconstructed in 1993. The existing coal boiler is over 30 years old and currently serves both 
the courthouse and the school. The courthouse is switching to a dedicated system and as a result the school will 
be taking on full responsibility for maintenance and repairs to the boiler. The district’s Facility Condition 
Inventory (FCI) completed in 2008 notes the boiler as 100% deficient, under category 2 (deferred maintenance). 
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 381 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The boiler is beyond its useful life and is also significantly oversized for the heating needs of the school. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Replace the existing boiler with a properly sized new coal boiler. 
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St. Regis K-12 School District 

Statutory Priority #1 (Public Health and Safety) 
 
This application received 312 points and ranked 26 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $544,943 

Project Total $544,943 
 

Project History – The current St. Regis K-12 School campus includes facilities constructed in 1933 and expanded 
in 1963, 1989 & 1994. The St. Regis K-12 School currently includes 6 separate points of entry. The administrative 
team is located on the opposite side of the main entry, with no ability to observe visitors approaching the 
building, or securing them from entering instructional areas without first checking in at the main office. 
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 167 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The primary safety concern for the school is the inability of administrators to observe visitors approaching the 
building and to secure visitors in a waiting area before providing access to other areas in the building. Although 
the current configuration does not violate federal public health or safety standards, incidents of school violence. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Relocate the school administration within the footprint of the existing school; and  
• Convert existing classroom and adjacent vestibule into a secure waiting area, conference room and 

administrative offices. 
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Kalispell Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #4 (Energy Efficiency) 
 
This application received 304 points and ranked 27 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Being Used Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $525,898 
School District Building Reserve $400,000 
Board of Investments Loan $150,105 
NorthWestern Energy Rebate $5,000 

Project Total $1,081,003 
 

Project History – The Kalispell Middle School was originally constructed in 1969. The building is 168,900 square 
foot and is primarily two stories with several different walk-out levels. There have been numerous additions and 
renovations over the years including a major addition in 2007. The building is heated through a pair of 50 year 
old steam boilers. There is some steam piping, but the majority of the building is heated through hot water 
systems with heat exchangers located in the mechanical room.  
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 3062 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
An energy audit was completed in 2013 and identified a significant energy saving opportunity through the 
conversion of the steam system to a hot water system. The audit also identified that the heating system and 
ventilation systems in the old section of the building do not meet the current ASHRAE (American Society of 
Heating, Refrigerating and Air Conditioning Engineers) 90.1/62 requirements.  
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Complete energy conservation measures at middle school to include boiler modifications, 
• Upgrade domestic hot water system, temp control systems, ventilation; and 
• Replace transformer.  
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Powell County High School District 

Statutory Priority #4 (Energy Efficiency) 
 
This application received 304 points and ranked 28 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $244,789 
Board of Investments Loan $267,765 
School District Impact Aid Fund $20,000 
NorthWestern Energy Rebate $5,000 

Project Total $537,550 
 

Project History – Powell County High School was originally constructed in 1917, with major additions and/or 
remodels in 1941, 1959, and 1978. The high school is a multi-story building with a fully occupied basement. 
Original construction is structural brick with a concrete basement. Addition construction is primarily CMU with 
face brick and an air space. Existing insulation is minimal.  
 
Two large forced draft, gas-fired steam boilers provide steam to serve the campus, including below grade steam 
piping to serve the gymnasium and Vo-Ag building. Classrooms and offices have unit ventilators and fin-tube for 
heat. Domestic water to serve the main school is provided by a low efficiency, stand-alone gas-fired water 
heater. A steam-to-hot water heat exchanger and large storage tank provides domestic hot water for the 
gymnasium showers and lavatories. The primary heating system and ventilation systems do not meet the 
current ASHRAE (American Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air Conditioning Engineers) 90.1/62 
requirements. If a major renovation project were to happen, both the heating plant and majority of the 
ventilation systems would require upgrades and/or replacement. 
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 259 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The district completed an energy audit in 2013. The energy audit identified significant energy saving 
improvements may be realized from a variety of improvements.  
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Upgrade lighting and lighting controls, 
• Upgrade building envelope and music area wall insulation improvements,  
• Complete water conservation retrofits; and 
• Upgrade domestic hot water and water temperature controls. 
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Stevensville Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #2 (Deferred Maintenance) 
 
This application received 300 points and ranked 29 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $865,894 
School District District Funds $30,000 

Project Total $895,894 
 

Project History – The K-3 Elementary School was constructed in the 1960’s and is 21,600 square feet. There is a 
mixture of relatively updated and original mechanical equipment and control systems in the buildings that seem 
to be in operating condition. There have been updates to components of the building systems in the past as 
capital improvements funds have been made available; however, the updates only addressed specific items of 
equipment. 
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 607 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The existing boiler plant in the K-3 building is inefficient and nearing the end of its life.  
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Upgrade boiler plant with new high efficiency boilers, pumps and associated equipment,  
• Complete mechanical insulation at new piping for the boilers, 
• Connect associated boilers and pumps to centralized campus DDC control system; and 
• Upgrade pumps with variable frequency drives (VFD) to allow for variable flow pumping. 
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Bridger K-12 School District 

Statutory Priority #2 (Deferred Maintenance) 
 
This application received 288 points and ranked 30 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $318,000 

Project Total $318,000 
 

Project History – The elementary building was constructed about 1956 and for the age of the building it has had 
very few modifications to the structure since its original construction. The building has about 22,000 gross 
square feet in the building. The building is heated with a steam heating system, with a single natural gas-fired 
steam boiler located below grade level in the boiler room.  
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 223 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The current boiler is the original from 1956 and it is 58 years old. It is the only source of heat for the high school. 
Costs to maintain the boiler are significant. A recent assessment has determined the boiler is only 60% efficient. 
The system is functional but is facing failure in the next 5 years.  
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Replace boiler with two new steam boilers; and  
• Upgrade the temperature controls. 
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Forsyth High School District 

Statutory Priority #2 (Deferred Maintenance) 
 
This application received 288 points and ranked 31 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $255,410 
School District Building Reserve $73,390 

Project Total $328,800 
 

Project History – Forsyth’s high school was built in 1958, with additions completed in 1971 and 1981. The net 
floor area of the building is 54,000 square feet and is served by several different HVAC systems. 
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 133 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The existing heating system and temperature control do not have the ability to maintain the 1958 classrooms at 
an acceptable temperature level. Sound levels of the 1958 unit ventilators make it difficult for students to listen 
to lectures. Several of the unit ventilator fans and essential components have failed and parts are no longer 
available. The intakes on the ventilators must be blocked to help create enough heat, and there is no means to 
bring ventilation air into the classrooms. This is in violation of the 2009 International building code - section 
1203.1.  
 
The hallways in the 1958 building have no heat and become very cold during cold ambient weather conditions, 
while the vestibules have uncontrolled heat and no thermostats causing energy waste.  
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Replace eight unit ventilators in classrooms with a new overhead fan coil unit with hot water heat and 
outside air economizers,  

• Install one new fan coil unit to serve the councilors office and remove convector type heater,  
• Install two new fan coil units to provide heat in the main corridors outside the classrooms, 
• Install new control valves and thermostats for the vestibule heaters, 
• Install new direct digital temperature controls for all the new fan coil units, 
• Install theater storage room cabinet heater with new digital controls to allow night set back functions,  
• Replace four gas-fired furnaces with hot water blower coil units and install new DDC controls on units 

and repair economizer controls,  
• Remove existing domestic water heaters and install two new high efficiency condensing boils along 

with a new indirect fired water heater, 
• Replace 12 existing baseboard radiation valves and install programming to coordinate the multi-zone 

unit controls with the radiation heat; and 
• Install new two-day control valves on the “wild” face and by-pass coils in the gym and auditorium air 

handling units and connect to existing air handler digital controls. 
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Libby K-12 School District 

Statutory Priority #2 (Deferred Maintenance) 
 
This application received 288 points and ranked 32 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools  Grant $1,069,278 
School District District Funds $50,000 

Project Total $1,119,278 
 

Project History – The Libby Middle School is a campus consisting of two buildings built in 1967. Over the course 
of the school's history the facility has undergone no additions with the exception of a small, unheated football 
equipment storage shed. The Main Building is 80,210 square feet and houses 35 classrooms, computer labs, a 
library, office spaces, a cafeteria, kitchen and woodshop. The other building is a 25,172 square feet and contains 
the gymnasium, band, choir, locker rooms and other support spaces. The school’s HVAC system is comprised of 
direct electric resistance heaters including horizontal unit ventilators, classroom unit ventilator, cabinet heaters, 
convectors, and roof mountain exhaust fans.  
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 1221 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
A majority of the heating units are original to the 1968 building construction and are well beyond their expected 
useful life of 30 years. Over the past several years, many units have completely failed, requiring component 
replacement with increased frequency. Continued replacement is expedited with increasing costs. A significant 
concern with the existing system is that all of the classroom unit ventilators outside air intake louvers have been 
permanently blocked off.  
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 

 
• Replace unit ventilators with air source heat pumps,  
• Replace cabinet heaters, convectors, and failed exhaust fans; and  
• Install digital control system with demand control ventilation. 
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Lockwood Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #2 (Deferred Maintenance) 
 
This application received 288 points and ranked 33 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $912,524 
School District Building Reserve $172,642 

Project Total $1,085,166 
 

Project History – The Lockwood School is approximately 114,000 square feet and was constructed in phases 
between 1950 and 1960 and a later addition in 2004. The estimated roof area is 161,060 square feet and varies 
in age and condition depending on the roof section and roofing type. 
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 1239 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
Most sections of the roof are in need of repair. Problems observed include open side laps, slits at edge metal 
joints, and base flashings pulling away from walls. A building-wide roof assessment in 2002 outlined the repairs 
necessary on those sections that have reached the end of their useful life. The district has been able to 
complete much of the necessary reroofing work along with minor electrical and daylighting upgrades while the 
roof is undergoing repair or replacement as funds permit. Significant works remains to be done. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 

 
• Repair roof, 
• Upgrade facility to include daylight harvesting; and  
• Upgrade electrical components.  
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Stevensville High School District 

Statutory Priority #4 (Energy Efficiency) 
 
This application received 288 points and ranked 34 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $950,051 
School District District Funds $30,000 

Project Total $980,051 
 

Project History – The high school was constructed in 1960 and is 42,160 square feet. School has is a mixture of 
updated and original HVAC and other mechanical equipment and control systems in the buildings that are in 
operating condition.  
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 373 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The applicant states the existing boiler plant is inefficient and nearing the end of its life.  
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Replace the high school boilers,  
• Install a centralized temperature control system; and 
• Installing ventilation air system with heat recovery ventilators.  
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Glasgow K-12 School District 

Statutory Priority #1 (Public Health and Safety) 
 
This application received 276 points and ranked 35 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $150,930 
School District Building Reserve $10,000 

Project Total $160,930 
 

Project History – The District is comprised of three schools: 
Glasgow High School (57,000 square feet), constructed in 1968  
East Side Middle School (28,000 square feet), constructed in 1961 and remodeled in 1993 and 2014 
The new Irle Elementary is currently under construction and slated for completion in 2015. It is replacing the 
former Elementary constructed in 1968. 
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 844 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
None of the District’s three schools currently have access control systems. At the East Side Middle School, 
security was improved by the addition of a new main entrance and adjacent office area, however there are still 
multiple access/ exit points which would greatly benefit from electronic control and monitoring. The high school 
was designed in the 1970’s and security was not a consideration. Multiple access/exit points are difficult to 
control and monitor. The newest school has been designed with security and safety in mind, but security 
systems were not budgeted in the bond issue amount. The district currently has one School Resource Officer 
(SRO) for all three schools, leaving two schools unmonitored at any given time. Funding is not available to add 
more SRO’s at this time. Even with more SRO coverage the buildings would still need better access control. 
There are rising concerns about possible increases in crime, due to the explosive growth just east of Glasgow in 
the oil fields. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Install proximity badge readers at critical entry points, to allow access only to those with a badge.  
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Three Forks High School District 

Statutory Priority #2 (Deferred Maintenance) 
 
This application received 276 points and ranked 36 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $121,997 
School District Building Reserve $10,000 

Project Total $131,997 
 

Project History – The original building which houses the elementary school was constructed in the 1940s, the 
high school addition was constructed in 1952, and the middle school addition was constructed in 1999. The 
vocational education building appears to have been constructed at the same time as the high school addition.  
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 194 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
A Preliminary Architectural Report in 2014 identified problems with the electrical distribution system specifically 
that the current panels are obsolete and are at full circuit capacity. Circuit breakers regularly trip in the high 
school wing of the building as well as the vocational education building. The electrical panels in the elementary 
and middle school wings are in excellent condition and have spare breakers and capacity to serve future loads. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Replace electrical panels in the high school,  
• Replace electrical panels in the vo-ed building,  
• Trace and label all circuits and feeders in the high school wing; and 
• Install circuits to serve the middle school science rooms. 
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Fair-Mont-Egan Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #3 (Accreditation Standards) 
 
This application received 264 points and ranked 37 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $366,367 
School District District Funds $139,230 

Project Total $505,597 
 

Project History – The School is the product of three smaller rural schools consolidating in 1967. The original 
schools were Fairview, established in 1885, Montford in 1905, and Egan in 1883. The district built a gym and 
added a cafeteria in 1970. In 1987, four classrooms were added to the main school building. 
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 176 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 

• Asbestos tiles on the gym floor and asbestos ceilings in the stage area 
• The District is using areas for classrooms that are not ADA compliant including the stage, and the library 

and computer lab in the basement of the school. 
• The technology space available to middle school students for classroom work and testing is insufficient 

for the implementation of new teaching methods using interactive technology. 
• The space available in the library in insufficient for incorporating technology and communications for 

accreditation purposes and attaining OPI Standards 
• The Middle School and Elementary portions of the school have no separation and is not a safe 

environment for younger students.  
• The school counselor is in isolated location within the school, which poses a safety concern when the 

counselor is with volatile students. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Renovate existing facility to expand facility for two classrooms,  
• Convert stage area to computer lab, 
• Convert music room to computer lab and library, 
• Remove vinyl flooring tile in gymnasium, 
• Abate asbestos ceiling finish at stage area; and 
• Install wood flooring in gym. 
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Frenchtown K-12 School District 

Statutory Priority #2 (Deferred Maintenance) 
 
This application received 264 points and ranked 38 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $426,408 
School District District Funds $139,230 

Project Total $533,011 
 

Project History – The Frenchtown School District Elementary/Intermediate school buildings are the oldest 
buildings that the district currently owns and maintains. The original Intermediate building was built in 1965. 
The Elementary building was built in 1968 and expanded in 1975. The classrooms in these buildings are heated 
and ventilated with unit ventilators in each of the classrooms. The unit ventilators provide heat through steam 
coils and are original to the buildings. A recent expansion and remodeling project invested significant resources 
in the high school campus, and included modest improvements to the south campus. 
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 1214 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
Windows in the elementary and intermediate wings are over 50 years old, many are single-pane, inefficient, and 
failing. During the warmer months the classrooms become excessively warm due to the inability for the 
windows to resist heat gain to the building.  
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Replace the windows; and 
• Install exterior sun shades. 

 

 45 



 
Havre High School District 

Statutory Priority #2 (Deferred Maintenance) 
 
This application received 264 points and ranked 39 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $525,000 
School District District Funds $361,067 

Project Total $886,067 
 

Project History – The original high school facility was completed around 1965. While the majority of the building 
is single level, a large concentration of classrooms reside in a two story centrally located section of the building. 
 
A project in 1997 resulted in installing a new framed sloped roof over the entire school building. Additionally, 
the existing flat roof portion of the original building took on new thermal insulation, and the exterior portion of 
the 2nd floor classroom south wall was installed with a bibbed thermal insulation package. The 1997 project 
resulted in isolating two-thirds of the second floor classrooms from the school’s ventilation system. A 
subsequent roof repair/replacement effort was executed in 2011, due to failure of the system. 
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 572 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The ventilation system on the second floor of the high school is not sufficient to handle air exchange. The 
impacted classrooms are science rooms where chemicals are often used. A roofing project in 1997 closed off the 
major source of outside fresh air to the rooms. A study commissioned by the District modeled the CO2 levels to 
be expected in various locations in the building and determined that levels of the gas exceed ASHRAE (American 
Society of Heating, Refrigerating and Air Conditioning Engineers) standards during significant portions of the 
school day. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Replace air handling equipment with equipment designed for the size of rooms. 
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Townsend K-12 School District 

Statutory Priority #2 (Deferred Maintenance) 
 
This application received 264 points and ranked 40 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $231,339 

Project Total $231,339 
 

Project History – The original elementary school was built in 1950. It was served by a steam boiler and a tunnel 
system that routed steam piping to feed fin‐tube radiators and convectors. The building included two fresh air 
units located above each wing and finned radiators, cabinet unit heaters and cabinet unit ventilators from 
below. In 1979, a classroom addition and multi‐purpose room were built on the north end of the building. At 
that time, all the windows were upgraded and replaced in the 1950’s portion of the building, as well as exterior 
wall envelope improvements. In 1979, the heating system was converted from steam to heating water with the 
installation of a heat exchanger and the heating units were completely replaced with heating water served 
systems. In 1986, another addition was added to the north east end of the building, adding a music room, a 
storage space and five more classrooms. The existing two ventilation units have long since been 
decommissioned and abandoned in place. 
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 686 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
There is a significant health and safety deficiency with no ventilation to the school. Measurements of CO2 at the 
school in 2010 found levels to be nearly twice the recommended limit specified by ASHRAE (American Society of 
Heating, Refrigerating and Air Conditioning Engineers) 62.1 and the 2009 International Mechanical Code 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Install roof mounted Heat Recovery Ventilators (HRV), one HRC per wing of the school building,  
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West Valley Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #3 (Accreditation Standards) 
 
This application received 260 points and ranked 41 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Being Used Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $350,000 

Project Total $350,000 
 

Project History – The current West Valley Elementary school campus includes facilities constructed in 1963 and 
expanded in 1973, 1989, 1997, 2000, 2010. After the completion of a comprehensive facility planning process in 
the winter of 2013, the West Valley community supported a bond for $7,000,000 in order to expand and 
remodel the school to meet rising enrollment and educational needs. The design of the major expansion of the 
facility was bid July 2014 and construction is scheduled for August 2014 to August 2015.  
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 542 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
Budget constraints required that the base bid includes space and mechanical/electrical rough-in for a future 
kitchen and that the kitchen equipment be procured as additive alternate #1. West Valley currently contracts 
with Evergreen Elementary School for the production and transportation of meals served on warming carts 
located in the multi-purpose room of the West Valley School. Meals are transported to West Valley School 
warm, rather than frozen due to the lack of kitchen equipment in the West Valley School. Protocols for 
transporting food for off-site consumption recommend frozen transportation in order to avoid food-borne 
illnesses developed in warm food.  
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Purchase and install new kitchen equipment, including a ventilation hood with fire suppression, a 
range, oven, warming tables, a three compartment sink, and dishwasher. 
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Laurel Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #3 (Accreditation Standards) 
 
This application received 252 points and ranked 42 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Being Used Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $632,000 

Project Total $632,000 
 

Project History – West Elementary was constructed in 1960 and is 54 years old. The boiler is original equipment. 
Boilers of this age often get corrosion in the tubes, tube leaks and plugged tubes, which will contribute to lost 
capacity and efficiency. Combustion air is currently provided by operable windows. In order to meet code 
requirements, the windows would have to be locked in the “open” position. This is infeasible due to security. 
Replacement of the windows with actuated louvers will enable the school to maintain security while meeting 
this key code requirement for combustion air. This is a code violation – the boiler burner should be controlling 
combustion air intake.  
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 1385 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The existing steam fire-tube boiler is 54 years old, inefficient and beyond its useful life. Expected useful life of 
the steel fire-tube boiler is 25 years per ASHRAE. Boilers of this age often get corrosion in the tubes, tube leaks 
and plugged tubes, which will contribute to lost capacity and efficiency. Components for a boiler of this age are 
no longer available.  
 
Existing pneumatic controls are original to the building and more than 50 years old. Expected useful life of 
pneumatic controls is 20 years per ASHRAE. This portion of the project replaces the pneumatics with a new 
direct digital control system to all existing mechanical systems in order to control the building more efficiently 
through scheduling, nighttime temperature setbacks and ventilation control. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Replace elementary school boiler with two high efficiency boilers,  pumps and associated equipment; 
and 

• Upgrade controls to direct digital controls.  
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Butte High School District 

Statutory Priority #2 (Deferred Maintenance) 
 
This application received 240 points and ranked 43 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Being Used Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $1,190,645 
School District District Funds $123,896 

Project Total $1,314,541 
 

Project History – The oldest building on the site is Butte High School, built in 1938. The technology annex was 
built in 1968. An addition to the gymnasium was built in 1968. In 1992, a collection of additions were completed 
resulting in a new gymnasium, wrestling and music rooms south of the original gym as well as science, 
commons, office and library. The facilities are approximately 316,567 square feet. In general the facilities are 
well maintained. 
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 1358 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The mechanical systems and controls in the have reached the end of their useful life and need to be replaced. 
There are several ways to save energy through upgrading the existing systems and controls with new technology 
and better sequencing and operation. The proposed systems were tested in a comprehensive building energy 
model to verify energy savings opportunities. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Upgrade temperature control system to a DDC system,  
•  Install HVAC equipment, including unit ventilators to the system, 
• Replace plumbing fixtures with low flow fixtures; and  
• Install insulation and seal crack in the envelope and around doors and windows. 
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North Star High School District 

Statutory Priority #2 (Deferred Maintenance) 
 
This application received 240 points and ranked 44 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $392,615 
School District Building Reserve $50,000 

Project Total $442,615 
 

Project History – The North Star schools include buildings of varying vintages. The District office, which is 
located within the high school building, was constructed in 1928 with additions since that time. There is a 
mixture of original mechanical equipment and control systems in the buildings. There have been updates to 
some lighting but most of the mechanical components of the building systems are original. 
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 62 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The majority of the facility does not have adequate ventilation air. The unit ventilators may be considered are 
past their useful life and are not adequate to properly heat and ventilate the classrooms. 
 
The existing pneumatic temperature controls are also antiquated and do not allow for scheduling of building 
HVAC and night setback. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Install Heat Recovery Ventilator (HRV) system; and 
• Install new digital temperature controls.   
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Stanford K-12 School District 

Statutory Priority #2 (Deferred Maintenance) 
 
This application received 240 points and ranked 45 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $413,040 
School District District Funds $35,000 

Project Total $448,040 
 

Project History – The Stanford school building is approximately 42,000 square feet. The original building dates 
back to 1928 and this portion contains the high school and auditorium. The elementary wing and gym were 
added in 1958 and the shop addition was completed in 1965. In 2010, an energy audit was completed for the 
Stanford School where the in-room unit ventilators were identified as needing replaced. These ventilators were 
installed in 1958 and had a useful life estimate of 20 years. Since the audit, the boiler and temperature controls 
have been replaced. The in-room unit ventilators are identified by an engineering report as at risk of imminent 
failure, causing loss of heat, with no alternate heating source to meet the school’s heating needs if the units 
indeed fail. 
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 99 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
Currently there is no ventilation in the high school wing and the radiators appear to be original to when the 
building was constructed putting them well past their useful life. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Remove existing radiators,  
• Install new unit heaters as well as a ventilation system within the high school wing; and  
• Mitigate mold and chemical contamination in the crawl space. 
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Lolo Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #1 (Public Health and Safety) 
 
This application received 236 points and ranked 46 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Being Used Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $340,350 

Project Total $340,350 
 

Project History – The current Lolo Elementary School campus includes facilities constructed in 1909 and 
expanded many times since then, the latest in 2010. The campus now includes six separate facilities located 
adjacent to US Highway 93 on a steeply sloping site.  
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 646 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
After the completion of a comprehensive facility planning process in the Fall of 2012, the Lolo community was 
asked to support a bond for $10,500,000 in order to construct a new K-4 school on a separate district-owned 
property elsewhere in the community and to modify the existing facilities to meet the needs of grades 5-8. The 
bond failed by 41 votes (826-867) on October 1, 2013 and by 29 votes (948-919) on March 12, 20 14. Although 
the community narrowly failed to support the bond issues, the safety and facility condition issues remain a 
major concern for the Board of Trustees and substantial number of community members. 
 
The highest priority needs identified by the Board of Trustees are basic safety and security improvements to the 
Middle, New and Upper Buildings including adequate power distribution, designated public restrooms adjacent 
to the heavily used multi-purpose room, addition of a small bathroom/shower facility for personal hygiene 
clean-up of regular and special need students, and enclosure of the exterior stairs on the north end of the 
Middle Building and the multipurpose room floor covering of the Upper Building. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 
Middle Building improvements: 

• Enclose exterior stair, modify ceiling height in existing stair, improve electrical power distribution. 
New Building improvements: 

• Construct public restroom adjacent to multi-purpose room,  
• Construct a single bathroom/shower facility on third floor; and 
• Improve electrical power distribution. 

Upper Building improvements: 
• Replace multi-purpose room floor covering and 
• Improve electrical power distribution. 
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Hamilton K-12 School District 

Statutory Priority #2 (Deferred Maintenance) 
 
This application received 228 points and ranked 47 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $953,216 

Project Total $953,216 
 

Project History – The current Hamilton K-12 School District includes 5 separate campuses with facilities 
constructed between 1933 and 2013. The Hamilton Middle School is the oldest of all six campus facilities and is 
located within two buildings on a single campus. The school was built as Hamilton High School in 1933 and 
expanded four separate times before becoming Hamilton Middle School in 2001. 
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 1647 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The Middle School roof is currently a combination of built-up, metal, and membrane roof systems and all 
portions have exceeded their service life with numerous leaks and temporary patches. The windows are original 
to the facility and are well beyond the typical service life of single pane, double hung windows.  
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Upgrade the middle school building envelope, including roof and window replacement; and 
• Install a vapor barrier, additional insulation, coverboard, and a membrane roof.  
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Power High School District 

Statutory Priority #1 (Public Health and Safety) 
 
This application received 228 points and ranked 48 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $557,053 
School District District Funds $40,000 

Project Total $597,053 
 

Project History – The school was built in the early 1920's with additions in the 1950's and 1970's. The kitchen/ 
cafeteria area was part of these later additions.  
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 58 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The Power School Kitchen has not been renovated since the original was built in the mid 1970’s. The original 
design is very small, and it had no concern for ergonomics for the staff or food safety. The kitchen is too small 
for three people to work. There is less than 36” clear in some aisles in the work areas, which results in major 
congestion. 
 
The age of the equipment is also a concern. Currently, the staff shuffle food items between the old oven and a 
convection oven to complete cooking on time for the lunch periods. The dials on the equipment are very worn, 
and hard to ensure they are at a proper temperature for cooking. The kitchen has many movement cracks from 
expansive soils. Many doors will not open/close. The salad bar prep area is adjacent to the dishwasher. This 
creates a food safety problem with a clean area adjacent to a dirty area. Also, food is currently dropped off at 
the door, next to the prep sink. It sits on the floor until put in the coolers on the opposite side of the kitchen. 
Cooling space is very limited. The District has been using multiple miscellaneous refrigerators, including an old 
Pepsi cooler. The prep sink is only a one compartment sink, and there is no way to enlarge it in the existing 
space. 
 
The only exhaust in the kitchen is over the range. There is no fresh air provided by the mechanical system. The 
only fresh air is provided by a screen door, which cannot be open in the winter. The current serving area is 
congested and does not meet ADA. The coiling doors that close off the kitchen from the cafeteria are broken 
and stuck open. The serving area is adjacent to the tray drop off, which creates a congested area and makes half 
of the cafeteria not usable for seating. The cafeteria is a long, narrow space. With circulation space taken out, 
there is approximately 500 square feet left for tables and seating. A lunch area with 70 students should require 
1,000-1,200 square feet. The existing condition is too small and is a life safety hazard. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Remodel existing kitchen/cafeteria; and 
• Construct a 530 square foot addition to the kitchen and cafeteria. 
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Anderson Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #2 (Deferred Maintenance) 
 
This application received 216 points and ranked 49 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $209,000 
School District District Funds $6,000 

Project Total $215,000 
 

Project History – Anderson Elementary School started in 1923 as a little red schoolhouse with an addition in the 
1970's. The original "brown school" opened in 1980 with additions completed in 1985, 1986, 1990, and 2001. 
The approximate size of the school, with additions, and multipurpose room is 30,000 (sf). Overall condition of 
the school is good. 
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 220 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The main classrooms for grades K-8 are located in the lower and main floors of the school constructed in phases 
in 1972 (4 classrooms), 1976 (4 classrooms) and 1989 (4 classrooms). The original unit ventilators have not been 
replaced, and are beyond their useful life. In 2010 carbon dioxide monitoring was completed for several rooms 
and indicated several spikes of CO2 in the school day that exceed ASHRAE (American Society of Heating, 
Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Engineers) standards.  
 
Existing system operation and control of the exhaust fan and unit ventilators indicate poor air flow and less air 
changes per hour than code requirements. In addition, controls for the exhaust fans are switches on the 
classroom walls, which are often not turned on due to noise generated by the fans. The difficulty to control air 
changes is compounded by the use of hot water radiation in the classrooms directly under inefficient windows. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Replace existing unit ventilators with new split system unit ventilators that will integrate into new 
school addition digital controls system; and  

• Replace pneumatic thermostats and aggregate all mechanical equipment into the single controls 
system. 
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Colstrip Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #6 (Enhance Educational Opportunities) 
 
This application received 216 points and ranked 50 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $750,000 
School District Mill Levy $4,000,000 
School District Impact Aid $542,533 
School District Coal Board $500,000 

Project Total $5,792,533 
 

Project History – Colstrip High School was constructed in 1983. The school has many desirable features inclusive 
of a large shop area, swimming pool, multiple gymnasium, library, cafeteria, and available space. Frank Brattin 
Middle School was built in 1932. The school is located on a separate campus from the high school and 
elementary buildings. Meals are prepared at a separate facility and trucked to the facility.  
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 429 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
Colstrip schools are overbuilt for the existing and projected future student populations. The district facilities are 
scattered and require a burdensome operation and maintenance budget to maintain. Continuing to operate in 
the existing configuration wastes dollars and energy. Relocating the middle school population to the high school 
consolidates the District into two school buildings, Pine Butte Elementary and Colstrip High School. These 
buildings are less than a quarter mile apart and were built in 1981 and 1983, respectively. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Renovate the lower level of the high school to house middle schools students.  
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North Star Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #2 (Deferred Maintenance) 
 
This application received 216 points and ranked 51 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $334,810 
School District Building Reserve $50,000 

Project Total $384,810 
 

Project History – The North Star schools include buildings of varying vintages. The elementary building was 
constructed in 1960. There is a mixture of original mechanical equipment and control systems in the buildings. 
There have been updates to some lighting but most of the mechanical components of the building systems are 
original. 
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 62 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The majority of the facility does not have adequate ventilation air. The unit ventilators may be considered are 
past their useful life and are not adequate to properly heat and ventilate the classrooms. 
 
The existing pneumatic temperature controls are also antiquated and do not allow for scheduling of building 
HVAC and night setback. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Install a new Heat Recovery Ventilator (HRV) system to introduce fresh air efficiently while recovering 
heat from exhaust and relief air supplies; and 

• Install new digital temperature controls to properly and efficiently control the building through 
scheduling, temperature setbacks and ventilation control. 

 58 



 
Simms High School District 

Statutory Priority #6 (Enhance Educational Opportunities) 
 
This application received 212 points and ranked 52 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $1,142,833 
School District District Funds $100,000 

Project Total $1,242,833 
 

Project History – The existing Simms School vocational building is in the original gym built in the 1940’s. The 
facility was originally a gymnasium. 
 
The district’s enrollment for FY 2014 is 110 students. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The vocational building has numerous problems mostly based on its age, and because it was originally a 
gymnasium. Problems include the long, narrow configuration of the existing building makes supervision of 
multiple students difficult, which can lead to very dangerous situations. Electricity in the building is inadequate 
for current equipment, and not in a safe condition. Breakers are often being tripped. One electrical unit often 
shocks students if they lean against it. Numerous outlets throughout the facility do not work. The sump area 
does not have an active drain. When the drain fills, students have to empty it with buckets manually. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Construct 6,100 square foot Vocational Agricultural and Science Education Facility. 
 

 59 



 
Clinton Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #4 (Energy Efficiency) 
 
This application received 152 points and ranked 53 out of 53 applications for funding in the 2017 Biennium. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Being Used Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $313,784 
School District District Funds $30,608 

Project Total $344,392 
 

Project History – The Clinton Elementary School was built in 1941 and was expanded to include a 
cafeteria/kitchen in 1950, a classroom wing to the north in 1959, a classroom addition to the west in 1973 and 
modular classrooms in 1997 and 2008. Exterior accessibility improvements were developed in 2010. The facility 
currently serves grades K-8. The facilities are approximately 25,999 square feet. 
 
The District’s enrollment for FY2014 is 224 students. 
 
Problem Identified – The district has the following deficiencies: 
The temperature controls are dysfunctional and need replacement. Currently the library and gym are the only 
areas of the building with adequate ventilation air. Fresh air is critical to the educational environment and is 
required by code in all new construction.  
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

• Install dedicated outside air units, 
• Incorporate heat recovery ventilators into system design to minimize the energy impact to the facility 

by recovering heat from exhaust and relief air.  
• Complete comprehensive retro-commissioning effort to bring all building systems back to optimal 

performance levels, tune the boiler to increase performance and reduce gas consumption, investigate 
the possibility of replacing control valves to allow for heating modulation in classrooms and add time 
clocks for automatic control of exhaust fans, 

• Upgrade exit signs to LED signs; and  
• Provide comprehensive building envelope audit of all structural joints, windows, doors and 

penetrations; and 
• Replace weather stripping and seal all leaks in the structure. 
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2015 Biennium Quality Schools Emergency 

Grants 
 
For the 2015 Biennium, the Legislature appropriated $100,000 to Commerce for emergency 
grant funding to public school districts. Emergency is statutorily defined as the imminent threat 
or actual occurrence of an event causing immediate peril to life, property, or the environment 
that can be averted or minimized with timely action. The originating statute requires Commerce 
to report to the Governor and Legislature regarding each Emergency Grant awarded during the 
previous biennium.  
 
To date, Commerce has awarded 2015 biennium emergency grants to three public school 
districts. As of November 2014, $55,500 remains for emergency grant funding in the 2015 
biennium. 
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Box Elder Elementary School District 

Quality Schools Emergency Grant 
 
Commerce awarded a Grant of $20,000 to Box Elder Elementary School District for the replacement of a boiler. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Emergency Grant $20,000.00 
School District Federal Impact Aid $15,179.20 

Completed Project Total $35,179.20 
 

Project History – The superintendent of Box Elder Elementary School District contacted Commerce staff on 
December 2nd, 2013 to report a failing boiler in their school. The boiler is one of two remaining, both of which 
work as a pair to provide the school building heat.  
 
Identified Problem – One of the two boilers has failed; both boilers were not performing to standard. 
 
Proposed Solution – The emergency funds were utilized to purchase a new, primary boiler sized to the 
appropriate specifications to meet the heat demand for the building. The second boiler in the pair is now used 
as a backup unit in case of emergency. 

 
Project Status – All grant funds have been expended and the project is 100% complete;  
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Pioneer Elementary School District  
Quality Schools Emergency Grant 

 
Commerce awarded a grant of $20,000 to Pioneer Elementary School District for the installation of cisterns to 
provide a safe drinking water supply.  
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Emergency Grant $20,000 
School District Local Match $3,000 
Knife River Contractors Match $3,885.96 

Completed Project Total $26,885.96 
 

Project History – On July 8, 2014, Commerce staff received notification that Pioneer School’s water system had 
tested positive for fecal coliform. The school currently utilizes a 50-60 year old well for drinking water; there is 
limited information on the original construction methods for the well, and whether those methods comply with 
current regulations for drinking water wells. The well flows to a pressure tank and the system splits to service 
two buildings The district serves approximately 60 students, and the school was seeking to rectify the issues 
prior to the school year starting in late August.  
 
Identified Problem – Recent testing of the water revealed a Fecal Coliform presence in the water system. 
 
Proposed Solution – Replace pressure tank with a new cistern system comprised of two 2,200 gallon cisterns 
and a variable speed pump, water-level floats and a control system to meet the peak instantaneous flow rate 
required by DEQ. 

 
Project Status – No grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete. 
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Shields Valley  

Quality Schools Emergency Grant 
 
Commerce awarded a grant of $4,500 to Shields Valley School District to install a culvert at the High School. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Emergency Grant $4,500 

Estimated Project Total $5,107 
 

 
Project History – A culvert washed out early in the spring due to a flood event in Clyde Park. The flood waters 
were a result of blocked culverts on Rock Creek itself, causing the creek to run outside its banks, along Rock 
Creek Road, next to the school and into town. Gravel from the school parking lot was used to divert water back 
into Rock Creek before it reached the Bank of the Rockies. A second culvert located at the east entrance to the 
school is at the entrance of the school’s bus pick-up and drop off area; busses cross this culvert several times a 
day and it’s beginning to cave in, leaving two non-functional culverts. 
 
Identified Problem – Having two non-functioning culverts increases the potential for another flood event to 
impact the school or town and affects the safety of bus traffic. 
 
Proposed Solution – Replacement and installation of culverts at Shields Valley High School. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, no grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete due to 
recent award in October 2014. 
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2015 Biennium  
Quality Schools Planning Grants 

 
For the 2015 Biennium, the Legislature appropriated $900,000 to Commerce for matching 
planning grant awards to public school districts. The originating statute requires Commerce to 
report to the Governor and Legislature regarding each planning grant awarded during the 
preceding biennium. 
 
Quality Schools Planning Grants were available in amounts up to $25,000 for an applicant 
District. The applicant Districts were required to provide a 1:4 match (i.e., the District was 
required to provide $1 for each $4 of Quality Schools Planning Grant funds awarded) with funds 
firmly committed at the time Quality Schools funds were released. Up to 50% of the matching 
funds may come from in-kind services provided by regular salaried school district staff for cash 
match.  
 
Commerce received 46 applications requesting approximately $935,500 in aid. Staff reviewed 
and ranked the applications based on the priorities and criteria set forth in Section 90-6-811, 
MCA. Commerce awarded 44 planning grants to Montana public school districts in the 2015 
biennium, for a total of $900,000.  
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Quality Schools 2015 Biennium Planning Grants  - Final Grant Awards 
 

 

Rank Applicant County Award 
Amount 

Match 
Amount 

Stat. 
Priority 

Project Description 

1 Laurel ELE Yellowstone $ 20,000 $ 5,000 2 Facilities conditions assessment for 
District facilities 

2 Libby K-12 Lincoln $ 25,000 $ 6,250 2 Preliminary architectural report for 
elementary school heating system 

3 Rocky Boy HS Hill $ 25,000 $ 6,250 2 Preliminary architectural report for 
high school HVAC 

4 Ashland ELE Rosebud $ 9,600 $ 2,400 1 Preliminary engineering report for 
elementary school roof 

5 Bozeman HS Gallatin $ 25,000 $ 6,250 2 Preliminary architectural report for 
Willson School administration building 

6 Miles City ELE Custer $ 20,000 $ 5,000 2 Facility conditions assessment to focus 
on deferred maintenance for four (4) 
elementary schools & one (1) middle 
school 

7 Rosebud K-12 Rosebud $ 11,200 $ 2,800 2 Preliminary architectural report with 
energy audit of District facilities 

8 Shields Valley 
ELE 

Park $ 25,000 $ 6,250 2 Preliminary architectural report for 
elementary school with facility 
conditions assessment, feasibility 
study and project grant application 

9 Stanford K-12 Judith Basin $ 25,000 $ 6,250 1 Preliminary architectural report for 
fire code compliance, mold and HVAC 
issues 

10 Plentywood 
K-12 

Sheridan $ 12,200 $ 3,050 2 Preliminary engineering report for 
heating system 

11 Superior K-12 Mineral $ 23,537 $ 5,885 4 Investment-grade energy audit for 
elementary school 

12 Townsend K-
12 

Broadwater $ 17,768 $ 4,442 4 Preliminary architectural report for 
elementary school 

13 Troy HS Lincoln $ 11,250 $ 3,750 4 Energy audit for Jr/Sr High School 
14 Power HS Teton $ 25,000 $ 6,250 1 Preliminary architectural report for 

school kitchen & cafeteria renovations 
15 Lolo ELE Missoula $ 18,227 $ 4,557 5 Facilities Condition Inventory 

16 Missoula HS Missoula $ 25,000 $ 80,000 5 Comprehensive facility master plan for 
District facilities 

17 Missoula ELE Missoula $ 25,000 $ 80,392 5 Comprehensive facility master plan for 
District facilities 

18 Three Forks 
HS 

Gallatin $ 25,000 $ 6,250 2 Preliminary architectural report for 
high school electrical system 

19 Pryor ELE & 
Plenty Coups 
HS 

Big Horn $ 13,875 $ 4,625 4 Facility conditions assessment with 
energy audit 

20 Havre HS Hill $ 25,000 $ 125,000 1 Preliminary engineering report for 
high school floor & mechanical 
improvements. 

21 Bozeman ELE Gallatin $ 25,000 $ 6,250 5 Comprehensive facility plan 
22 Hamilton K-12 Ravalli $ 25,000 $ 6,495 5 Comprehensive facility plan and 

update to the 2008 facilities condition 
inventory 

23 Hays Lodge 
Pole K-12 

Blaine $ 25,000 $ 7,808 1 Facilities condition assessment for 
District facilities 
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Rank Applicant County Award 
Amount 

Match 
Amount 

Stat. 
Priority 

Project Description 

24 Stevensville 
ELE 

Ravalli $ 25,000 $ 6,250 5 Comprehensive facility plan and 
feasibility study for District facilities 

25 Conrad ELE Pondera $ 25,000 $ 6,250 4 Preliminary engineering report for Jr. 
High mechanical systems 

26 Livingston ELE Park $ 25,000 $ 15,841 4 Energy audit for District facilities 
27 Wolf Point HS Roosevelt $ 16,500 $ 5,500 1 Preliminary engineering report to 

study storm water drainage at the 
high school 

28 St. Regis K-12 Mineral $ 24,996 $ 6,249 6 Comprehensive facility master plan for 
District facilities 

29 Polson HS Lake $ 8,177 $ 2,045 5 Comprehensive facility master plan for 
District facilities 

30 Polson ELE Lake $ 20,020 $ 5,005 5 Comprehensive facility master plan for 
District facilities 

31 Fair-Mont-
Egan ELE 

Flathead $ 3,750 $ 1,250 1 Preliminary architectural report for 
boys/girls bathroom, stage area 

32 Sidney ELE Richland $ 25,000 $ 6,250 6 Comprehensive facility master plan for 
elementary school to address 
population growth 

33 Clinton ELE Missoula $ 25,000 $ 6,250 5 Comprehensive facility master plan 
and feasibility study for elementary 
school 

34 Park City ELE 
& HS 

Stillwater $ 21,944 $ 5,966 5 Comprehensive facilities plan, facilities 
condition inventory & staff training, 
and the preparation of a preliminary 
architectural report for elementary & 
high school campus 

35 East Helena 
ELE 

Lewis & Clark $ 25,000 $ 60,000 1 Comprehensive plan for new 
elementary school siting, expansion 

36 Roundup HS Musselshell $ 10,000 $ 2,500 4 Energy audit for high school 
SECOND ROUND 
n/a Cascade Elem Cascade $ 25,000 $ 6,250 4 Comprehensive Facility Master Plan 

for District facilities 
n/a Cascade HS Cascade $ 24,497 $ 6,125 4 Comprehensive Facility Master Plan 

for District facilities 
n/a Alberton HS Mineral $ 12,000 $ 3,000 2 Preliminary architectural report to 

address ADA accessibility on first floor 
n/a Creston ELE Flathead $ 2,400 $ 600 2 Comprehensive Facility Plan for 

District facilities 
n/a Colstrip ELE Rosebud $ 25,000 $ 6,250 5 Comprehensive Facility Plan for 

District facilities 
n/a Colstrip HS Rosebud $ 25,000 $ 6,250 5 Comprehensive Facility Plan for 

District facilities 
n/a Stevensville 

HS 
Ravalli $ 25,000 $ 6,250 4 Comprehensive Facility Plan for 

District facilities 
n/a Browning ELE Glacier $ 23,059 $ 6,250 4 Preliminary engineering report to 

assess mechanical systems 
  TOTAL $ 900,000 $ 560,535   

 
STATUTORY PRIORITY KEY 
1. Public Health & Safety Problems 4.   Energy Efficiency Improvements 
2. Deferred Maintenance  5.   Technology Needs 
3. Meet Accreditation Standards  6.   Enhance Educational Opportunities 
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Laurel Elementary School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $20,000 to Laurel 
Elementary School District for a facility conditions assessment. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $20,000 
School District Local Match $5,000 

Project Total $25,000 
 
 

Project History – The Laurel School District completed a facilities plan in 2005. Since that time the District has 
made renovations to several facilities in the District, including the High School, Graff Elementary, and West and 
South Elementary. The new Middle School was constructed in 2007 and the former Middle School was 
converted to use by the District administration. 
 
Identified Problem – The current facility conditions assessment is outdated. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a facilities conditions assessment and facilities plan to inform infrastructure and 
space usage planning going forward. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, no grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete.  
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Libby K-12 School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $25,000 to Libby K-12 
School District for a preliminary architectural report. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $25,000 
School District Local Match $6,250 

Project Total $31,250 
 

Project History – The Libby Middle School is a campus consisting of two buildings built in 1967. Over the course 
of the school's history the facility has undergone no additions with the exception of a small, unheated football 
equipment storage shed. The Main Building is 80,210 square feet and houses 35 classrooms, computer labs, a 
library, office spaces, a cafeteria, kitchen and woodshop. The other building is a 25,172 square feet and contains 
the gymnasium, band, choir, locker rooms and other support spaces. The school’s HVAC system is comprised of 
direct electric resistance heaters including horizontal unit ventilators, classroom unit ventilator, cabinet heaters, 
convectors, and roof mountain exhaust fans.  
 
Identified Problem – An energy audit performed in September 2009 identified several potential energy 
conservation measures the District could take. Additional study is necessary to determine the most cost 
effective means to implement the measures. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a preliminary architectural report to assess the means to implement the energy 
conservation measures in the 2009 energy audit for the District. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, no grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete.  
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Rocky Boy High School District 
Quality Schools Planning Grant 

 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $25,000 to Rocky Boy 
High School District for a preliminary architectural report. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $25,000 
School District Local Match $6,250 

Project Total $31,250 
 

Project History – The Rocky Boy High School and Junior High complex was built in 1980 and is 38,300 square 
feet. No significant upgrades have been made to the building or its systems. 
 
Identified Problem – The west wing of the existing high school is provided with heating, ventilation, and air 
conditioning (HVAC), by a system of air handlers and pneumatic controls that is 35 years old. The system has 
outlived its useful life and is not performing well. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a preliminary architectural report to assess the High School heating and ventilation 
systems and develop alternatives and cost estimates for upgrade of the systems. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, no grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete.  
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Ashland Elementary School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $9,600 to Ashland 
Elementary School District for a preliminary engineering report. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $9,600 
School District Local Match $2,400 

Project Total $12,000 
 

Project History –  The Ashland Public School was built in 1961, with an addition in 1978. Students using the 
school range from kindergarten through the 8th grade. The roof on both portions of the building is from the 
original construction, and leaks badly during rain events. Areas of the gym must be cordoned off due to water 
ponding, and portions of the roof structure are saturated and spongy, apparently deteriorating due to water 
damage. 
 
Identified Problem – Leaking roof and resulting damage. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a preliminary engineering report to evaluate alternative roof replacement 
systems. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, no grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete.  
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Bozeman High School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $25,000 to Bozeman 
High School District for a preliminary architectural report. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $25,000 
School District Local Match $6,250 

Project Total $31,250 
 

Project History – Willson Building, originally constructed in 1937, has had various school and administrative uses 
and currently houses district administration, along with the Adult Education Program. It is the location for the 
district's only large 1200 seat auditorium which is also used by the community (Symphony, opera, various 
musical and theatrical events, etc).  
 
Identified Problem – The Willson Building is attached to East Willson (constructed in 1903 and 1917). The 
district is attempting to excess and sell the East Willson Building thereby physically detaching that development 
from the Willson School Building. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a preliminary architectural report to assist the district in making decisions related 
to the Willson School Building such as what investment would be needed to upgrade old systems/exterior 
envelope issues, renovation costs for functional efficiency, priorities or alternatively should investment be 
centered towards a new energy efficient, functionally designed facility. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, no grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete.  
 

 74 



 
Miles City Elementary School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $20,000 to Miles City 
Elementary School District for a facility conditions assessment. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $20,000 
School District Local Match $5,000 

Project Total $25,000 
 

Project History – There are five facilities in the Miles City Elementary District, these are Garfield Elementary, 
Highland Park Elementary, Jefferson Elementary, Lincoln Elementary and Washington Middle School. 
 
Identified Problem– The district’s last facility conditions assessment was completed in 2008. Since that time the 
district has completed numerous upgrades. The 2008 assessment is considered outdated. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a facility conditions assessment for all the facilities in the district to establish a 
prioritized list of infrastructure improvements needed in the district. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $9,570.67 of the grant funds have been expended and the project is 100% 
complete.  
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Rosebud K-12 School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $11,200 to Rosebud K-
12 School District for a preliminary architectural report and energy audit. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $11,200 
School District Local Match $2,800 

Project Total $14,000 
 

Project History – The original school building in Rosebud was constructed in 1937 with major additions in 1954, 
1975, and 1977.  
 
Identified Problem – The District is aware of some issues with its facilities that need to be assessed for 
alternatives and cost, such as failing sewer system, poor water supply quality, and high electrical and gas costs. 
The District would benefit from a comprehensive assessment of all facilities in the district (including those 
known issues) including assessment of measures that would reduce the District’s energy usage.  
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a Preliminary Architectural Report (PAR) that includes a general Energy Audit of 
the Rosebud K-12 school facility. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, 3,341.79 of the grant funds have been expended and the project is 100% 
complete.  
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Shields Valley Elementary School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $25,000 to Shields 
Valley Elementary School District for a preliminary architectural report. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $25,000 
School District Local Match $6,250 

Project Total $31,250 
 

Project History – The Elementary facility in Wilsall, MT is a combination of structures. The first, White Building, 
was constructed in the 1920s and renovated after the earthquake in 1959. The Red Building was constructed in 
the 1960s.  
 
Identified Problem – The District does not have a updated facility conditions assessment. Several known facility 
issues exist, but the cost and feasibility of addressing them is not known. Other unknown issues may also exist. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a preliminary architectural report that will 1) provide a facility conditions 
assessment of the elementary campus, 2) provide a feasibility study of improvements or repairs to extend the 
longevity of the building, and 3) use any remaining planning grant funds to prepare a Quality Schools project 
grant application for the 2017 Biennium to address deficiencies identified by the preliminary architectural 
report. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, no grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete.  
 

 77 



 
Stanford K-12 School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $25,000 to Stanford K-
12 School District for a preliminary architectural report. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $25,000 
School District Local Match $6,250 

Project Total $31,250 
 

Project History – The Stanford school building is approximately 42,000 square feet. The original building dates 
back to 1928 and this portion contains the high school and auditorium. The elementary wing and gym were 
added in 1958 and the shop addition was completed in 1965. 
 
Identified Problem – The District is aware of several issues in the school building. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a Preliminary Architectural Report to evaluate building compliance with the 
current fire code, to assess mold in the High School portion of the building, and to assess the lack of fresh air 
ventilation and functionality of the old steam radiators in the original portion of the school. Any other concerns 
that are identified during inspection will also be noted. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, no grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete.  
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Plentywood K-12 School District 
Quality Schools Planning Grant 

 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $12,200 to Plentywood 
K-12 School District for a preliminary engineering report. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $12,200 
School District Local Match $3,050 

Project Total $15,250 
 

Project History – The original school (which serves all grades) was constructed in the 1950's and after a fire, part 
of the school was reconstructed in 1993.  
 
Identified Problem – The existing coal boiler is over 30 years old and currently serves both the Court house and 
the school. The Courthouse is switching to a dedicated system and as a result the school will be taking on full 
responsibility for maintenance and repairs to the boiler. The District’s Facility Condition Inventory (FCI) 
completed in 2008 notes the boiler as 100% deficient in the 2008 Facility Condition Inventory, under category 2 
(deferred maintenance). 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a preliminary engineering report to assess the alternatives and cost for 
replacement of the existing boiler and heating distribution system for the school. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $12,000 of the grant funds have been expended and the project is 100% 
complete.  
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Superior K-12 School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $23,537 to Superior K-
12 School District for an energy audit. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $23,537 
School District Local Match $5,885 

Project Total $29,422 
 

Project History – The Superior K-12 School District consists of three main school facilities: the Elementary 
building constructed in 1994 , the Junior High School (in a former grocery store) built in 1960 and added on to in 
1990, and the high school constructed in 1963. 
 
Identified Problem – A preliminary assessment report completed in 2009 identified the possibility of reducing 
the District’s energy consumption by 15-15%. Additional analysis of the specific building components in 
question, alternatives for their upgrade, and the estimated costs of each are not known. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare an energy audit to provide a comprehensive assessment of the District’s energy 
usage and identify conservation measures and their estimated cost that will benefit the District. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, no grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete.  
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Townsend K-12 School District 
Quality Schools Planning Grant 

 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $17,768 to Townsend 
K-12 School District for a preliminary architectural report. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $17,768 
School District Local Match $4,442 

Project Total $22,210 
 

Project History – The original elementary school was built in 1950. In 1979, a classroom addition and 
multi‐purpose room were built on the north end of the building. In 1986, another addition was added to the 
north east end of the building, adding a music room, a storage space and five more classrooms. 
 
Identified Problem – The elementary building lacks adequate fresh air ventilation. The building includes two 
fresh air units located above each wing and finned radiators, cabinet unit heaters and cabinet unit ventilators 
from below. These two ventilation units have long since been decommissioned and abandoned in place. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a Preliminary Architectural Report to provide a comprehensive review of all 
building systems (building envelope, mechanical, electrical), examine a range of alternatives and to identify a 
preferred alternative to reducing energy consumption and improving indoor air quality. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $17,768 of the grant funds have been expended and the project is 100% 
complete.  
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Troy High School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $11,250 to Troy High 
School District for an energy audit. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $12,250 
School District Local Match $3,750 

Project Total $16,000 
 

Project History – Troy School’s Junior High/High School campus consist of three (3) buildings in close proximity. 
The original Troy High School building was constructed in 1916 with an auditorium and more classrooms added 
in 1938. The original building is heated by one steam fuel oil boiler. A gym was built adjacent to the original 
structure in 1950. The gym is heated by a second steam fuel oil boiler. In 1958 a frame classroom addition, 
which incorporated windows, was added to the gym and was heated by the same steam fuel oil boiler as the 
gym. The second block and frame addition to the gym and annex was completed in 1979. This second annex 
addition was heated using electric heaters. In 1992 a third block and frame classroom addition was added to the 
annex and gym. This third addition was heated using the same steam boiler as the gym, but for this section the 
steam was converted to hot water heat for heating purposes. The heating units in this section are overhead. The 
other building in the high school complex, the woodworking and welding shop, was completed in 1982 and is 
heated by electric baseboard heat. 
 
Identified Problem – The High School complex is heated by a variety of systems of varying ages and efficiencies. 
It is unknown the amount of energy usage that may be eliminated by upgrading and consolidating the varying 
systems. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare an energy audit to assess the building energy usage and develop a prioritized list of 
alternatives and their estimated cost to implement energy conservation measures. The energy audit will include 
an analysis for converting the heating system from oil-fired boilers to a biomass boiler. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, no grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete.  
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Power High School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $25,000 to Power High 
School District for a preliminary architectural report. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $25,000 
School District Local Match $6,250 

Project Total $31,250 
 

Project History – The school was built in the early 1920's with additions in the 1950's and 1970's. The kitchen/ 
cafeteria area was part of these later additions. The existing Power Schools kitchen/cafeteria was constructed in 
the mid-1970s.  
 
Identified Problem – No improvements have been made to the kitchen and cafeteria since the original 
construction. The space has multiple health and safety issues related to its small size, lack of proper ventilation, 
and presence of asbestos flooring. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a preliminary architectural report to evaluate the alternative and feasibility of 
upgrading the kitchen and cafeteria at the school. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, no grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete.  
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Lolo Elementary School District 
Quality Schools Planning Grant 

 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $18,227 to Lolo 
Elementary School District for a facilities condition inventory. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $18,227 
School District Local Match $4,557 

Project Total $22,784 
 
 

Project History – The current Lolo Elementary School campus includes facilities constructed in 1909 and 
expanded many times since then, the latest in 2010. The campus now includes 6 separate facilities located 
adjacent to US Highway 93.  
 
Identified Problem – The Lolo School District has adopted a comprehensive facility master plan that calls for the 
construction of a new K-4 Elementary School, while continuing to maintain the use of the 5-8 Middle School and 
the previous investments made by the district. An analysis of the existing facilities for use as a middle school 
following construction of the K-4 facility is necessary to ensure the facility is used efficiently and extends its life. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a facilities conditions inventory to examine the use of the existing facilities as a 
grade 5-8 middle school, including identification of the cost of removing existing buildings, selling existing 
modular classrooms, re-locating existing walk-in cooler & freezer, developing additional playgrounds and 
reconfiguring existing classrooms to meet the needs of middle school students for the next twenty years.   

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, no grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete.  
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Missoula High School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $25,000 to Missoula 
High School District for a comprehensive facility master plan. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $25,000 
School District Local Match $80,000 

Project Total $105,000 
 
 

Project History – The High School District consists of three schools: Big Sky, Sentinel and Hellgate. 
 
Identified Problem – The facilities in the District do not support collaborative teaching because of their design. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a comprehensive facility master plan to assess the means to implement the 
District’s 21st century learning initiatives in its older facilities. The process will involve the community and result 
in development of a demonstration project that will promote to the community the results and benefits of the 
District’s facility upgrade goals. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, no grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete.  
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Missoula Elementary School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $25,000 to Missoula 
Elementary School District for a comprehensive facility master plan. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $25,000 
School District Local Match $80,392 

Project Total $105,392 
 
 

Project History – The Elementary District consists of nine elementaries and three middle schools. 
 
Identified Problem – The facilities in the District do not support collaborative teaching because of their design. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a comprehensive facility master plan to assess the means to implement the 
District’s 21st century learning initiatives in its older facilities. The process will involve the community and result 
in development of a demonstration project that will promote to the community the results and benefits of the 
District’s facility upgrade goals. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, no grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete.  
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Three Fork High School District 
Quality Schools Planning Grant 

 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $25,000 to Three Forks 
High School District for a preliminary architectural report. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $25,000 
School District Local Match $6,250 

Project Total $31,250 
 

Project History – The original building which houses the elementary school was constructed in the 1940s, the 
high school addition was constructed in 1952, and the middle school addition was constructed in 1999. The 
vocational education building appears to have been constructed at the same time as the high school addition.  
 
Identified Problem – The high School has not had an update to its facility condition assessment since 2008. The 
District is aware of several infrastructure items of concern, including the electrical panels and the electrical 
distribution throughout the high school. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a preliminary architectural report that assesses the current condition of the Three 
Forks High School. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, no grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete.  
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Pryor Elementary School District & Plenty Coups High School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $13,875 to Pryor 
Elementary School District & Plenty Coups High School District for a facility conditions assessment and energy 
audit. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $13,875 
School District Local Match $4,625 

Project Total $18,500 
 

Project History – Pryor Elementary School was constructed in 1959 and later expanded to include a cafeteria, 
library and two additional classrooms. The school is approximately 17,225 sq ft, which includes five classrooms, 
a gymnasium, library, kitchen, cafeteria and administration offices. The school serves 57 students in the 2013-
2014 school year. 
 
Identified Problem – The elementary building has inadequate ventilation, lack of ADA restrooms, single pane 
windows, inefficient furnaces, non-functioning temperature controls, non-code compliant fire alarm, no 
sprinkler system, asbestos floor tiles throughout the school, inefficient lighting, defective security system, 
uninsulated masonry block walls, failing roof, deteriorated wood siding at gable ends, and a non-functioning 
kitchen. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a facility conditions assessment and energy audit of the elementary building to 
determine alternatives, feasibility and estimated cost to correct the deficiencies in the Elementary building. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $13,875 of the grant funds have been expended and the project is 100% 
complete.  
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Havre High School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $25,000 to Havre High 
School District for a preliminary engineering report. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $25,000 
School District Local Match $125,000 

Project Total $150,000 
 
 

Project History – The original high school facility was completed around 1965. While the majority of the building 
is single level, a large concentration of classrooms reside in a two story centrally located section of the building. 
 
Identified Problem – Havre high School has a pitched roof covering an existing flat roof. The pitched roof covers 
all exterior windows and impacts air circulation/ventilation.  
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a preliminary engineering report with alternatives and cost estimates to address 
the air quality issues in the enclosed classrooms. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, no grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete.  
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Bozeman Elementary School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $25,000 to Bozeman 
Elementary School District for a comprehensive facility plan. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $25,000 
School District Local Match $6,250 

Project Total $31,250 
 

Project History – The Bozeman Elementary District consists of none elementary schools and two middle schools. 
 
Identified Problem – Bozeman elementary schools continue to experience significant growth, currently 
completing a second 550 student elementary school in just 5 years. While the District updates a Long Range 
Facility Plan each year, a more comprehensive analysis is needed to perform more in-depth research on various 
alternatives related to school siting.  
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a comprehensive facility plan that analyzes current development trends, 
infrastructure, recommend land sale, acquisition or exchange, evaluate enrollment projections, demographic 
trends and other related information. The result will be a comprehensive facility plan that makes 
recommendations related to future school siting and construction timing. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, no grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete.  
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Hamilton K-12 School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $25,000 to Hamilton K-
12 School District for a comprehensive facility plan. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $25,000 
School District Local Match $6,495 

Project Total $31,495 
 

Project History – The current Hamilton K-12 School District includes 5 separate campuses with facilities 
constructed between 1933 and 2013. 
 
Identified Problem – The District’s current facility assessment has not been updated since 2008 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a facility conditions assessment to update the 2008 report and identify the 
capacity of existing facilities in the district to assist the District in making long-range facility planning decisions. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, no grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete.  
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Hays-Lodge Pole K-12 School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $25,000 to Hays-Lodge 
Pole K-12 School District for a Facilities Condition Assessment. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $25,000 
School District Local Match $7,808 

Project Total $32,808 
 

Project History –  The Hays-Lodge Pole School District has two school facilities, the Junior/Senior High School 
and the Elementary School. These facilities were constructed in 1980. 
 
Identified Problem – The buildings in the District are considered to antiquated or substandard, particularly in 
the following areas: electrical, mechanical, building, occupant safety, accessibility, asbestos and roofing. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a facility conditions assessment that analyzes the building components noted 
above. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, no grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete.  
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Stevensville Elementary School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $25,000 to Stevensville 
Elementary School District for a comprehensive facility plan. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $25,000 
School District Local Match $6,250 

Project Total $31,250 
 

Project History – The K-3 Elementary School was constructed in the 1960’s and is 21,600 square feet. The 
elementary is on one campus along with the High School. 
 
Identified Problem – The District is facing declining enrollment resulting in decreasing annual maintenance 
budgets to support the existing facilities. To adequately plan for projects with a long-term, cost-effective 
perspective, Stevensville Public Schools first needs to assess the current situation, including understanding 
current needs and future demographics and their impact on the schools.  
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a comprehensive facility plan with a focus on space utilization efficiency and 
planning for future capacity needs. This effort will provide architectural, structural, mechanical, electrical, and 
civil review; recommendations for future needs; recommendation for projects (including costs), and 
demographic information for the city of Stevensville and Ravalli County. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, no grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete.  
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Conrad Elementary School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $25,000 to Conrad 
Elementary School District for a preliminary engineering report. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $25,000 
School District Local Match $6,250 

Project Total $31,250 
 

Project History – The existing Utterback Middle school and Administration Building mechanical systems were 
upgraded in 1976. No major improvements have been made to the mechanical systems since that time. 
 
Identified Problem –The mechanical systems are outdated, inefficient and have surpassed their useful life. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a Preliminary Engineering Report to assess whether or not to replace or upgrade 
the existing Utterback Middle School and Administration mechanical systems. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, no grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete.  
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Livingston Elementary School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $25,000 to Livingston 
Elementary School District for an energy audit. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $25,000 
School District Local Match $15,841 

Project Total $40,841 
 

Project History – Livingston Elementary District is preparing a comprehensive facility improvement program 
targeting all of its facilities. The upgrades will target energy efficiency upgrades to be funded primarily through a 
bond election. 
 
Identified Problem – The District has limited data indicating the energy usage at Eastside Elementary, 
Washington Elementary and Sleeping Giant Middle School. An energy audit has already been completed for 
Winans Elementary. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare an energy audit and preliminary engineering report for Eastside, Washington and 
Sleeping Giant, to be used as the basis for the District’s facility improvement efforts. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $25,000 of the grant funds have been expended and the project is 100% 
complete.  
 

 95 



 
Wolf Point High School District 
Quality Schools Planning Grant 

 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $16,500 to Wolf Point 
High School District for a preliminary engineering report. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $16,500 
School District Local Match $5,500 

Project Total $22,000 
 

Project History – The Junior/Senior High School building and parking lot were constructed in 1969. An addition 
was added to the original building in 2002 which changed the entrance to the original building. The parking lot 
has had minimal repairs since its original installation due to limited maintenance funds needed for more critical 
facility needs. The parking lot has poor drainage, and the payment is cracked, crumbling and severely potholed. 
 
Identified Problem – The parking lot for the Junior/Senior High School building is deteriorated to the point of 
posing significant safety hazards for students, staff and the general public visiting the facility. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a preliminary engineering report assessing the potential solutions for the parking 
lot and determining the most cost effective remedy. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $13,716.04 grant funds have been expended and the project is 100% 
complete.  
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St. Regis K-12 School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $24,996 to St. Regis K-
12 School District for a comprehensive facility master plan. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $24,996 
School District Local Match $6,249 

Project Total $31,245 
 

Project History – The current Saint Regis K-12 School campus includes facilities constructed in 1933 and 
expanded in 1963, 1989 & 1994.  
 
Identified Problem – The District does not have a facility master plan. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a comprehensive master plan assessing all aspects of the District’s facilities and 
potential future infrastructure needs. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, no grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete.  
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Polson High School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $8,177 to Polson High 
School District for a comprehensive facility master plan. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $8,177 
School District Local Match $2,045 

Project Total $10,222 
 

Project History – The Polson High School District is composed of multiple facilities consolidated on one campus. 
 
Identified Problem – The District does not have a facility master plan. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a comprehensive master plan assessing all aspects of the District’s facilities and 
potential future infrastructure needs. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, no grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete.  
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Polson Elementary School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $20,020 to Polson 
Elementary School District for a comprehensive facility master plan. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $20,020 
School District Local Match $5,005 

Project Total $25,025 
 

Project History – The Polson Elementary School District is composed of multiple facilities consolidated on one 
campus. 
 
Identified Problem – The District does not have a facility master plan. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a comprehensive master plan assessing all aspects of the District’s facilities and 
potential future infrastructure needs. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, no grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete.  
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Fair-Mont-Egan Elementary School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $3,750 to Fair-Mont-
Egan Elementary School District for a preliminary architectural report. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $3,750 
School District Local Match $1,250 

Project Total $5,000 
 

Project History – The Fair-Mont-Egan school is the product of three smaller rural schools consolidated in 1967. 
The current school facility was constructed in 1968. The District built a gym and added a cafeteria in 1970. In 
1987, four classrooms were added to the main school building. 
 
Identified Problem – The 1968 boys and girls bathrooms are degraded and many fixtures no longer function. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a preliminary architectural report to describe the existing situation, develop and 
analyze alternatives and select a preferred alternative for the 1968 boys and girls bathrooms. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $3,750 of the grant funds have been expended and the project is 100% 
complete.  
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Sidney Elementary School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $25,000 to Sidney 
Elementary School District for a comprehensive facility master plan. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $25,000 
School District Local Match $6,250 

Project Total $31,250 
 

Project History – The Sidney School District is comprised of four major educational facilities that currently serve 
over 1,292 students in grades PK-12. Current school facilities include Sidney High School, Sidney Middle School, 
Central Elementary School, and West Side Elementary School. Each of the facilities has unique needs associated 
with the age of facility, type of construction, function and use, and other like variables.  
 
Identified Problem – Due to regional energy development the District's focus is concerned with an expanding 
student enrollment base (18 percent in the past two years). As proactive as the District has been in maximizing 
each facility's capacity, the District is at a point where facility capacity needs to be addressed through extensive 
remodeling and facility expansion. A comprehensive review utilizing expert consulting services is needed to 
address current realities for the District-changing student demographics, facility needs, master planning and 
projected costs. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a comprehensive facility master plan assessing all aspects of the District’s facilities 
and potential future infrastructure needs. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, no grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete.  
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Clinton Elementary School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $25,000 to Clinton 
Elementary School District for a comprehensive facility master plan. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $25,000 
School District Local Match $6,250 

Project Total $31,250 
 

Project History – The Clinton Elementary School was built in 1941 and was expanded to include a 
cafeteria/kitchen in 1950, a classroom wing to the north in 1959, a classroom addition to the west in 1973 and 
modular classrooms in 1997 and 2008. Exterior accessibility improvements were developed in 2010. The facility 
currently serves grades K-8. The facilities are approximately 25,999 square feet. 
 
Identified Problem – Current enrollment has produced challenges to the operation and maintenance budgets 
for the buildings owned by the District. The District requires a building infrastructure feasibility study and a 
comprehensive planning process to address current capacity issues and future utilization of each building. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a comprehensive facility master plan assessing all aspects of the District’s facilities 
and potential future infrastructure needs. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, no grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete.  
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Park City Elementary School District  

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $21,944 to Park City 
Elementary School District & Park City High School District for a comprehensive facilities master plan and 
preliminary architectural report. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $21,944 
School District Local Match $5,966 

Project Total $27,910 
 

Project History – The current Park City K-12 School building was developed in five phases, replacing the original 
1906 facility over time. These phases included a gymnasium-locker room in 1950 and classroom additions in 
1967, 1978, 1979, and 1990. 
 
Identified Problem – The District does not have a facility master plan and the District’s facility conditions 
assessment was last updated in 2008. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a comprehensive facility master plan and facility conditions assessment 
considering all aspects of the District’s facilities and potential future infrastructure needs. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $21,944 of the grant funds have been expended and the project is 100% 
complete.  
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East Helena Elementary School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $25,000 to East Helena 
Elementary School District for a preliminary engineering report. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $25,000 
School District Local Match $60,000 

Project Total $85,000 
 

Project History – The East Helena School District’s facilities includes Eastgate Elementary School (Kindergarten -
1st Grade), Radley Elementary School (2nd - 5th Grades), and East Valley Middle School (6th - 8th Grades). 
 
Identified Problem – The District’s student enrollment is projected to exceed capacity. The community’s 
preferred option is to construct a new school for grades 2-3. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a preliminary engineering report (PER) that evaluates multiple potential sites for 
the proposed new school including the supporting water, sewer and transportation infrastructure for the new 
facility. The PER will include an analysis of all alternatives including the expansion of existing facilities. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, no grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete.  
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Roundup High School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $10,000 to Roundup 
High School District for an energy audit. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $10,000 
School District Local Match $2,500 

Project Total $12,500 
 

Project History – The Roundup High School building was built in 1956. In 1996, four classrooms and toilet rooms 
were added to the east end of the building. The High School has a coal-fired heating system and temperature 
controls In the school are in poor condition. This is leading to high energy usage and poor thermal comfort In 
the classrooms. Teachers are utilizing portable electric heaters and opening windows to try to control the 
classroom temperatures.  
 
Identified Problem – An energy audit would help identify areas of energy waste and provide a plan to help 
implement improvements to increase efficiency and reduce energy costs. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare an energy audit to serve as the basis for energy improvements in the High School. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $10,000 of the grant funds have been expended and the project is 100% 
complete.  
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Cascade Elementary School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $25,000 to Cascade 
Elementary School District for a comprehensive facility master plan. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $25,000 
School District Local Match $6,250 

Project Total $31,250 
 

Project History – The two main buildings in the District are the main school and bus garage. The oldest part of 
the school dates to the 1940’s with the most recent addition completed in 2001. The main school building is 
63,979 square feet; and the bus barn is 10,250 square feet.  
 
Identified Problem – The District does not have an up-to-date facility master plan. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a comprehensive facility master plan to assess building components and 
determine a prioritized list of infrastructure improvements in the District. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, no grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete.  
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Cascade High School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $24,497 to Cascade 
High School District for a comprehensive facility master plan. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $24,497 
School District Local Match $6,125 

Project Total $30,622 
 

Project History – The two main buildings in the District are the main school and bus garage. The oldest part of 
the school dates to the 1940’s with the most recent addition completed in 2001. The main school building is 
63,979 square feet; and the bus barn is 10,250 square feet.  
 
Identified Problem – The District does not have an up-to-date facility master plan. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a comprehensive facility master plan to assess building components and 
determine a prioritized list of infrastructure improvements in the District. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, no grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete.  
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Alberton K-12 School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $25,000 to Alberton K-
12 School District for a preliminary architectural report (PAR). 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $12,000 
School District Local Match $3,000 

Project Total $15,000 
 

Project History – The Alberton School plans to remodel the first floor of its round, high school building for the 
purposes of relocating its K-12 Library to that space and updating the School Office space, the School 
Counselor's Office, the Main Computer Servers/Storage Room, two below ADA standard bathrooms and a 
classroom. The present school Library is located on the second floor of the Alberton Elementary Building and is 
not ADA/handicapped accessible. The two bathrooms located on the first floor of the high school are also not 
ADA/handicapped accessible. Remodeling the first floor of the high school would solve both the Library and 
bathroom accessibility problems. The interior construction of the high school first floor is substandard and 
needs to be upgraded for safety reasons and to correct non-compliant, below building code construction 
methods that were used when originally constructed fifty years ago in 1968. 
 
Identified Problem – ADA accessibility and building code issues. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a preliminary architectural report to address ADA accessibility on the first floor of 
the school. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, no grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete.  
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Creston Elementary School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $2,400 to Creston 
Elementary School District for a comprehensive facility plan. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $2,400 
School District Local Match $600 

Project Total $3000 
 

Project History – The District is experiencing growth in student enrollment that necessitates consideration of 
expansion of the existing facility. 
 
Identified Problem – The District does not have an up-to-date facility plan. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a comprehensive facility plan assessing the school’s facilities and prioritizing 
maintenance and rehabilitation work to extend the life of the District’s facilities. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $2,400 of the grant funds have been expended and the project is 100% 
complete.  
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Colstrip Elementary School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $25,000 to Colstrip 
Elementary School District for a comprehensive facility plan. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $25,000 
School District Local Match $6,250 

Project Total $31,250 
 

Project History – The Colstrip Elementary District is comprised of two facilities: Frank Brattin Middle School and 
Pine Butte Elementary. The two schools are in different locations in the community and separate from the high 
school. 
 
Identified Problem – A significant decline in enrollment has produced challenges to the operation and 
maintenance budgets for the District. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a comprehensive facility plan to address current capacity and future utilization of 
each building in the District. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, no grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete.  
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Colstrip High School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $25,000 to Colstrip 
High School District for a comprehensive facility plan. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $25,000 
School District Local Match $6,250 

Project Total $31,250 
 

Project History – Colstrip High School was constructed in 1983. The school has many desirable features inclusive 
of a large shop area, swimming pool, multiple gymnasium, library, cafeteria, and available space. 
 
Identified Problem – A significant decline in enrollment has produced challenges to the operation and 
maintenance budgets for the District. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a comprehensive facility plan to address current capacity and future utilization of 
each building in the District. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, no grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete.  
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Stevensville High School District 
Quality Schools Planning Grant 

 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $25,000 to Stevensville 
High School District for an energy audit and comprehensive facility plan. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $25,000 
School District Local Match $6,250 

Project Total $31,250 
 

Project History – The Stevensville high school was constructed in 1960 and is 42,160 square feet. School has is a 
mixture of updated and original HVAC and other mechanical equipment and control systems in the buildings 
that are in operating condition.  
 
Identified Problem – The District would benefit form a comprehensive facility analysis and energy audit to and 
prioritize infrastructure improvement needs and improve facility energy efficiency. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a comprehensive facility plan for the high school with a focus on energy efficiency 
improvements. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, no grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete.  
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Browning Elementary School District 

Quality Schools Planning Grant 
 
The Department of Commerce awarded a 2015 Biennium Quality Schools Planning Grant of $25,000 to Browning 
Elementary School District for a preliminary engineering report. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Award Amount 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $23,059 
School District Local Match $6,250 

Project Total $29,309 
 

Project History – The Browning Elementary occupies the old Browning High School, a 75,000 square foot 
building originally constructed in 1936 with several additions and renovations occurring since that time. 
 
Identified Problem –The building has mixture of heating and ventilation equipment and controls of various 
ages, conditions, and efficiencies. 
 
Proposed Solution – Prepare a preliminary engineering report to assess the heating and ventilation equipment 
in the high school, and prioritize replacement or repairs to be made to the systems to extend the life of the 
District’s facilities. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, no grant funds have been expended and the project is 0% complete.  
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2015 Biennium Quality Schools Project 

Grants  
 
With the passage of HB 15 (Chapter 325, Laws 2013), the Legislature provided for an 
appropriation of $12,418,642 dollars to fund public school planning, emergency, and project 
activities through the Quality Schools Grant Program during the 2015 biennium.  
 
From that appropriation, $900,000 was allocated to planning grants, $100,000 to emergency 
grants, and the remainder to project grants. Commerce received 66 applications requesting 
approximately $37 million in funding for Quality Schools project grants. Staff reviewed and 
ranked the applications based on the priorities and criteria set forth in Section 90-6-811, MCA.  
 
The Governor recommended and the Legislature awarded a total of $11,418,642 to 30 school 
districts. The projects include 13 projects protecting public health and safety, four code 
compliance projects, two projects to bring a school into compliance with accreditation 
standards, seven energy efficiency projects, one technology project, and two projects that 
enhance educational opportunities. As of November 15, 2014, all 30 grantees have executed a 
contract and 13 of the 30 project grants have been completed. 
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2015 BIENNIUM QUALITY SCHOOLS PROJECT GRANT AWARDS 
Rank District County Award 

Amount 
Total Project Stat. 

Priority 
Project Description 

1 DeSmet ELE Missoula $ 30,000 $ 33,500 1 Asbestos abatement  
2 Fairfield ELE Teton $ 596,379 $ 626,378 1 Correct safety issues in kitchen 
3 Montana City ELE Jefferson $ 764,700 $ 6,464,700 1 Install fire sprinklers and 

storage tank  
4 Powder River HS Powder River $ 36,380 $ 42,518 1 Asbestos abatement 
5 Vaughn ELE Cascade $ 133,227 $ 140,227 1 Mitigate crawlspace moisture 

issues 
6 Eureka ELE Lincoln $ 195,593 $ 250,759 1 Asbestos abatement 
7 Frontier ELE Roosevelt $ 200,000 $ 300,000 3 Build technology lab 
8 Wyola ELE Big Horn $ 514,900 $ 572,600 1 Roof replacement 
9 Lone Rock ELE Ravalli $ 206,375 $ 981,875 3 Replace old gymnasium 
10 Hamilton K-12  Ravalli $ 41,494 $ 3,209,679 1 Replace failing restroom floor 
11 Plenty Coups HS Big Horn $ 307,000 $ 402,000 4 Energy-efficiency 

improvements 
12 St. Ignatius K-12 Lake $ 534,590 $ 548,877 1 Roof repair 
13 Simms HS Cascade $ 123,644 $ 143,644 2 Replace kitchen exhaust hood 
14 Hot Springs HS Sanders $ 497,240 $ 497,240 1 Consolidate campus facilities 
15 Grass Range ELE Fergus $ 45,799 $ 46,299 4 Install air lock door system 
16 Flathead HS Flathead $ 1,010,067 $ 1,161,193 4 Energy efficiency 

improvements 
17 Box Elder ELE/HS  Hill $ 310,607 $ 310,607 1 Install emergency generator 
18 Missoula ELE Missoula $ 200,000 $ 252,000 1 Replace boiler and distribution 

piping 
19 Havre ELE Hill $ 2,000,000 $ 5,146,429 6 Renovations to existing K-2 

school 
20 Geraldine ELE Chouteau $ 68,161 $ 68,161 4 Complete energy upgrades 
21 Plains ELE Sanders $ 1,150,000 $ 1,434,138 6 Construct 6-classroom addition 

to create K-12 campus 
22 St. Regis K-12  Mineral $ 185,837 $ 185,837 2 Various ADA upgrades 
23 Corvallis K-12  Ravalli $ 729,910 $ 785,225 4 Replace boiler; install new heat 

distribution system  
24 Stanford K-12  Judith Basin $ 184,196 $ 193,501 1 Replace all in-room unit 

ventilators 
25 Darby K-12  Ravalli $ 404,207 $ 454,207 1 Construct ADA compliant 

locker rooms 
26 Nashua K-12 Valley $ 463,200 $ 663,200 2 Install ventilation system and 

new boilers 
27 Target Range ELE Missoula $ 31,324 $ 34,324 5 Update computers and 

network infrastructure 
28 Ryegate K-12  Golden Valley $ 9,962 $ 11,245 4 Replace lighting and add 

outlets in library for computers 
29 Froid ELE/HS  Roosevelt $ 294,000 $ 344,000 4 Replace boiler and distribution 

piping 
30 Miles City ELE Custer $ 149,850 $ 1,164,729 4 Boiler replacement 
  TOTALS $ 11,418,642 $ 26,469,092   
 
 STATUTORY PRIORITY KEY 

1. Public Health & Safety Problems       4.   Energy Efficiency Improvements 
2. Deferred Maintenance        5.   Technology Needs 
3. Meet Accreditation Standards       6.   Enhance Educational Opportunities 
 

 115 



INDEX 
 

2015 Biennium Quality Schools Project Grants 
(Listed in Alphabetical Order)

 
Box Elder Elementary & High School Districts ............................................................................ 133 
Corvallis K-12 School District ...................................................................................................... 139 
Darby K-12 School District .......................................................................................................... 141 
DeSmet Elementary School District ............................................................................................ 117 
Eureka Elementary School District .............................................................................................. 122 
Fairfield Elementary School District ............................................................................................ 118 
Flathead High School District ...................................................................................................... 132 
Froid Elementary & High School Districts ................................................................................... 145 
Frontier Elementary School District ............................................................................................ 123 
Geraldine Elementary School District ......................................................................................... 136 
Grass Range Elementary School District ..................................................................................... 131 
Hamilton K-12 School District ..................................................................................................... 126 
Havre Elementary School District ............................................................................................... 135 
Hot Springs High School District ................................................................................................. 130 
Lone Rock Elementary School District ........................................................................................ 125 
Miles City Elementary School District ......................................................................................... 146 
Missoula Elementary School District .......................................................................................... 134 
Montana City Elementary School District ................................................................................... 119 
Nashua K-12 School District ........................................................................................................ 142 
Plains Elementary School District ............................................................................................... 137 
Plenty Coups High School District ............................................................................................... 127 
Powder River High School District .............................................................................................. 120 
Ryegate K-12 School District ....................................................................................................... 144 
Simms High School District ......................................................................................................... 129 
St. Ignatius K-12 School District .................................................................................................. 128 
St. Regis K-12 School District ...................................................................................................... 138 
Stanford K-12 School District ...................................................................................................... 140 
Target Range Elementary School District ................................................................................... 143 
Vaughn Elementary School District ............................................................................................ 121 
Wyola Elementary School District .............................................................................................. 124 

 116 



DeSmet Elementary School District 
Statutory Priority #1 (Public Health and Safety) 

 
The Legislature awarded a Quality Schools Project Grant to the DeSmet Elementary School for the 2015 Biennium 
in the amount of $30,000. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $30,000 
School District Building Reserve Funds $3,500 

Project Total $33,500 
 

Project History – An asbestos inspection conducted in May 2012 found the floor tile and mastic in numerous 
locations to contain asbestos. The flooring in these areas is wearing and is dangerously close to being “friable” 
and result in airborne asbestos fibers that pose a health and safety hazard. The first two phases have been 
completed to replace the flooring in the gym, kitchen, library room, music room and 4th grade classroom, with 
limited asbestos abatement. 
 
Identified Problem – The school District has the following deficiencies: 
 
Asbestos-containing flooring materials in the hallways, art room, two classrooms and three offices. The flooring 
is deteriorating and presents a risk to students and faculty for exposure to airborne asbestos materials. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 
Complete Phase III of an ongoing flooring replacement project in DeSmet School. This phase of the project 
would be more asbestos abatement and removal of tile in the hallways and certain classrooms where this type 
of tile is prevalent. This work is proposed to be completed summer 2013 when school is out of session. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $30,000 in grant funds have been expended and the project is 100% 
complete. 
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Fairfield Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #1 (Public Health and Safety) 
 
The Legislature awarded a Quality Schools Project Grant to the Fairfield Elementary School District for the 2015 
Biennium in the amount of $596,379. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $596,379 
School District  Flex Funds $15,000 
School District Local Funds $15,000 

Project Total $626,379 
 

Project History – The Fairfield kitchen facility has not been upgraded since 1955. The kitchen renovation was 
originally part of the remodel plans done in 2001 but was excluded after the bond did not pass. The current 
facility is contributing to the rise in workman’s compensation claims. Icy situations contribute to injuries as 
multiple trips a day are made to the freezer and dumpster (58.3% of workman’s compensation claims). The 
freezer has a wooden enclosure around it which causes a fire hazard. There has already been one fire due to 
rodents chewing through freezer wiring. The Fairfield Fire Marshal wrote a letter outlining the health and safety 
concerns and code deficiencies of the current freezer. Small storage spaces are causing lifting, twisting, and 
reaching injuries (41.7% of the workman’s compensation claims). The current facility is contributing to many 
code violations including food preparation areas and mold growth in the walk-in cooler. In addition, the facility 
is not ADA compliant.  
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
 The freezer is outside of the kitchen in the area where deliveries are made as well as in close proximity to 

the dumpster.  
 Inadequate space for food preparation which causes the school to not be in compliance with many codes.  
 The walk-in refrigerator is a 1950’s model, is undersized which creates time issues when thawing foods and 

is encouraging mold growth.  
 Dry storage is undersized and staff is unable to fit a cart into the area for product movement.  
 The facility has no utility storage area for cleaning agents.  
 The only passage through the cafeteria to the dumpster is through the kitchen.  
 The supervisor has an inadequate space that serves as her office creating confidentiality issues. 
 Facility, including bathrooms, is not ADA compliant. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 
 Create covered loading area and direct access to recycling and dumpster. 
 Provide interior location for energy efficient walk-in cooler and freezer. 
 Provide adequate space to prepare food in advance of cooking and serving. 
 Replace the dry storage area with durable surfaces. 
 Provide janitorial area separate from the food preparation and service area. 
 Create a designated office for required paperwork. 
 Provide restrooms that comply with ADA requirements. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2104, $524,559 in grant funds have been expended and the project is 62% 
complete. 
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Montana City Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #1 (Public Health and Safety) 
 
The Legislature awarded a Quality Schools Project Grant to the Montana City Elementary School District for the 
2015 Biennium in the amount of $764,700. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $764,700 
School District Local Bond Issue $5,700,000 

Project Total $6,464,700 
 

Project History – The Montana City combined elementary and middle school is currently 66,700 square feet and 
serves 442 students. The District has made four additions to the school since 1982 in response to steady growth 
in the student population. Since 1982 the District has experienced growth of approximately 10 students per 
year. This growth has prompted the District to consider undergoing a major facility expansion. Planning work for 
the proposed facility expansion also identified a lack of fire sprinklers in the existing facility. In addition, the 
school is served by a well as its only water source, with an average flow of 125 gallons per minute. With no 
community water systems nearby, the local volunteer fire department must rely entirely on the output of the 
school’s well to suppress a fire at the school.  
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
No fire sprinklers in the existing 66,700 square foot facility. Insufficient water flow from the school’s only well to 
provide a minimum 1,500 gallons per minute for two hours as required by building code. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 
Install fire sprinklers in the existing facility. Bury and connect a 10,000 gallon storage tank through a fire service 
main to the school’s fire suppression system. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $576,722 in grant funds have been expended and the project is 98% 
complete. 
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Powder River High School District 

Statutory Priority #1 (Public Health and Safety) 
 
The Legislature awarded a Quality Schools Project Grant to the Powder River High School District for the 2015 
Biennium in the amount of $36,380. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $36,380 
School District Building Reserve Funds $3,638 
School District In-kind Funds $2,500 

Project Total $42,518 
 

Project History – Powder River High School was constructed in 1957 and 1971 and totals 68,200 square feet. 
Ceiling materials containing asbestos were first noted in 1987. The facility was studied in 2009 and the textured 
ceiling rated high in potential for damage and risk for causing human exposure to airborne asbestos. In 2010, 
16,042 of the 17,992 square feet of ceiling was removed. After the six month periodic inspection of the high 
school, the ceilings of the three classrooms that were not previously removed and replaced in 2010 were 
identified as a high priority. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The spray-on ceiling texture in three classrooms currently has high hazard rating. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 
Removal and replacement of the asbestos containing ceiling in three classrooms. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $36,380 in grant funds have been expended and the project is 100% 
complete. 
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Vaughn Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #1 (Public Health and Safety) 
 
The Legislature awarded a Quality Schools Project Grant to the Vaughn Elementary School District for the 2015 
Biennium in the amount of $133,227. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $133,227 
School District Building Reserve Funds $4,000 
School District Flex Funds $3,000 

Project Total $140,227 
 

Project History – The Vaughn school was originally built in 1952. The school is a 26,050 square feet educational 
facility. Additional classrooms were constructed in 1960 on the northeastern section of the building. The 
gymnasium and additional classrooms were constructed in 1968. The most recent addition was completed in 
1991 and includes the Library, middle school classrooms, and multi-purpose room. An energy audit completed 
in 2009 identified structural settling in the 1991 addition to the school as well as tiles delaminating and standing 
water in the crawlspace. It is likely further damage will occur as the building continues to settle and moist 
conditions spur the growth of mold that could have further structural implications, as well as cause health 
concerns for students, teachers and community members. The situation could have long-lasting impacts on the 
safety and viability of the structure in the future. The area with the most moisture infiltration is the multi-
purpose room, which is where breakfast, lunch and after-school snacks are served.  
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
 Standing water in the crawlspace. 
 Structural settling due to expansive clay soils and high soil saturation. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 
 Extend existing roof gutters and add new gutters where none are present. 
 Grade the around the school building to provide for drainage away from the building. 
 Line the crawlspace with a vapor barrier to limit moisture evaporation from the crawlspace soil into the 

crawlspace air.  
 Add crawlspace ventilation to remove the humid air from the crawlspace. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $42,427 in grant funds have been expended and the project is 24% 
complete. 
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Eureka Elementary School District  

Statutory Priority #1 (Public Health and Safety) 
 
The Legislature awarded a Quality Schools Project Grant to the Eureka Elementary School District for the 2015 
Biennium in the amount of $195,593. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $195,593 
School District Building Maintenance Funds $55,167 

Project Total $250,760 
 

Project History – Over the past ten years, the District has worked on the removal of asbestos containing 
materials on their campus primarily relying on their maintenance budget. Continuing at the current pace of 
removal, it may take another ten years or more to complete the abatement. There are still areas in the 
elementary and middle school that are in need of removal and replacement of floor tiles.  
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
Asbestos containing materials in the tile of eleven elementary classrooms and hallways, the teachers’ lounge 
and library, and the boiler insulation. Asbestos containing materials in the tile of four middle school classrooms 
and hallways, the Principals office, and heat duct insulation. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 
Removal and replacement of the asbestos containing tile in fifteen classrooms, hallways, teachers’ lounge, 
library, Principals office, the boiler insulation, and heat duct insulation. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $195,593 in grant funds have been expended and the project is 100% 
complete. 
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Frontier Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #3 (Accreditation Standards) 
 
The Legislature awarded a Quality Schools Project Grant to the Frontier Elementary School District for the 2015 
Biennium in the amount of $200,000. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $200,000 
School District Building Reserve Funds $100,000 

Project Total $300,000 
 

Project History – Frontier Elementary has been working to improve their 1963 building. The current classroom 
used as the computer lab does not allow the school to meet state standards. The classroom is shared which 
greatly limits availability of technology to the students and teachers. In addition, students cannot use the 
computers due to lack of monitoring. The school experienced a 25% enrollment increase in the last school year 
and for the first time, has two kindergarten classrooms. Due to the growing student population and lack of a 
computer lab that is useable during the entire school day, the District proposes to build an addition to the 
library.    
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
 Failure to meet state standards in Workplace Competencies 4 and 5. 
 Failure to meet state Technology Standards 1-6. 
 Failure to meet state Media Literacy Standards 1-3. 
 Growing student population. 
 Increased technology requirements. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 
Build a 33’ x 42’ addition to the existing library to house a technology lab.  

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $168,780 in grant funds have been expended and the project is 75% 
complete. 
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Wyola Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #1 (Public Health and Safety) 
 
The Legislature awarded a Quality Schools Project Grant to the Wyola Elementary School District for the 2015 
Biennium in the amount of $514,900. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $514,900 
School District Impact Aid $77,200 

Project Total $592,100 
 

Project History – Wyola’s existing roof covers 19,600 square feet and was built in the 1950’s with an addition in 
the 1970’s and a renovation in the 1990’s. The roof has reached the end of its useful life and contains cracks 
which are causing leaking, soaked insulation, and holes in the Hypalon cap membrane. Roof replacement has 
been in the five year plan but has been put off due to budgetary constraints.   
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
 Significant membrane deterioration throughout the roof. 
 Hypalon membrane surface is in poor condition. 
 Areas of pooling on the roof. 
 No “walk pads” installed. 
 Ground spouts are not extended to ground level and there are no splash blocks. 
 Asbestos containing materials in roof. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 
Remove asbestos containing materials. Replace roof.  

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $313,983.65 in grant funds have been expended and the project is 100% 
complete. 
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Lone Rock Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #3 (Accreditation Standards) 
 
The Legislature awarded a Quality Schools Project Grant to the Lone Rock Elementary School District for the 2015 
Biennium in the amount of $206,375. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Project Grant $206,375 
Quality Schools  Planning Grant $7,500 
School District Bond $761,000 
School District General Funds $2,000 
Lowe’s Toolbox for Education Grant $5,000 

Project Total $981,875 
 

Project History – The existing Lone Rock gymnasium was constructed in 1972. At the time the school population 
was 125 students. During the 1980's and 1990's Lone Rock junior high school students were bussed to 
Stevensville and attended the Stevensville Junior High. This helped keep the student population down and 
allowed the gym to function as a physical education classroom while staying within accreditation guidelines. In 
2000 the Lone Rock community voted to build a new middle school. The new middle school did not include new 
physical education classrooms nor did it include locker rooms. The class sizes for physical education surpassed 
the accreditation limits of 30 students per class at this point. The new middle school also began offering 
interscholastic athletics at this time but did not have locker rooms for their student-athletes or for the middle 
school guest teams. The 3880 sq. ft. gym became inadequate at this time. At the same time new ADA 
regulations went into effect and it became clear that the 1972 wood and steel open construction bleachers 
were a safety concern for the bigger faster middle school students participating in interscholastic sports. School 
received Minor Deviation citation from OPI in 2011-2012 for more than 30 students in PE class. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
Physical education class sizes exceed the 30 student limit. Small size of gym and exposed steel structure of 
bleachers pose a safety hazard. Existing gym does not provide ADA accessible seating. No locker rooms for 
students to change. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 
Construct a new PE building with two classrooms, which will include seating for 990, retractable handicap 
accessible bleachers, office for the PE teacher, and two locker rooms with ADA accessible bathrooms and 
showers. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $206,375 in grant funds have been expended and the project is 100% 
complete. 
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Hamilton K-12 School District 

Statutory Priority #1 (Public Health and Safety) 
 
The Legislature awarded a Quality Schools Project Grant to the Hamilton K-12 School District for the 2015 
Biennium in the amount of $41,494. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $41,494 

Project Total $41,494 
 

Project History – The Daly Elementary School is one of three elementary schools in Hamilton K-12 District and 
serves 360 students in grades two through five. Daly Elementary School was built in 1968 with additions in 1990 
and 1994.  
250 grade PK-1 learners attend Washington Elementary School. The boy’s restroom in the older portion of the 
school is constructed of a composite floor slab of steel deck and cast-in-place concrete above an eight foot wide 
pipe chase. The steel/concrete deck has rotted and failed, resulting in the partial collapse of both the floor, 
equipment and waste and vent piping in the tunnel below. A system of temporary supports has been installed 
to prevent further collapse.  
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
Collapse of the floor in the boys’ restroom. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 
The floor finishes and composite slab would be demolished and replaced. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $41,494 in grant funds have been expended and the project is 100% 
complete. 
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Plenty Coups High School District 

Statutory Priority #4 (Energy Efficiency Improvements) 
 
The Legislature awarded a Quality Schools Project Grant to the Plenty Coups High School District for the 2015 
Biennium in the amount of $307,000. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $307,000 
School District General Funds $15,000 
School District In-kind Services $5,000 
Coal Board Grant $75,000 

Project Total $402,000 
 

Project History – The proposed project involves major energy efficiency improvements and enhancements to 
the approximately 10,000 total square foot Plenty Coups High School. The building, constructed in 1979, has 
classrooms, gymnasium, library, kitchen, Vo-Ag shop and administration offices. The school has not had any 
major energy efficiency upgrades since its original construction and could realize significant cost savings from 
various improvements. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
 Planned components of this project are: to install programmable, building wide system controls for the 

schools heating system; to replace all older and inefficient T-12 fluorescent light fixtures with energy 
efficient lighting; replace lighting controls with motion sensor controls; replace older incandescent exit signs 
with fluorescent fixtures; and installing variable speed controls on heating circulators. 

 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 
 These efficiency improvements will result in annual estimated energy savings of approximately $23,000, 

with a payback period of 9 to 34 years. The longest payback is for the lighting upgrades. The fluorescent T-
12 lamps that are used in the school will be phased out on July 14, 2012 and will no longer be manufactured 
in the United States or be allowed to be imported for sale. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $0 in grant funds have been expended and the project is 65% complete. 
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St. Ignatius K-12 School District 

Statutory Priority #1 (Public Health and Safety) 
 
The Legislature awarded a Quality Schools Project Grant to the St. Ignatius K-12 School District for the 2015 
Biennium in the amount of $534,590. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $534,590 
School District Impact Aid $14,287 

Project Total $548,877 
 

Project History – St. Ignatius’ original facility was constructed in 1939 and has undergone some additions since 
that time to accommodate growth. A Facilities Conditions Inventory (FCI) was conducted in August of 2012 and 
found the envelope to being 100% deficient. The walls are primarily structural insulated metal panels (SIPS) and 
in areas of water penetration, the foam is ruined. The FCI also identified a portion of roofing that is also foam 
and needs replaced. The issues identified in the FCI make the building susceptible to high winds, heavy rains and 
potential earthquakes.    
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
 100% deficiency of the building envelope. 
 Wood trim around doors and windows decaying. 
 Moisture infiltration of foam roof. 
 Structural insulated metal panels (SIPS) rotting and failing to keep water out. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 
 Replace window openings with metal flashing. 
 Replace foam roof system. 
 Replace failing SIPS panels. 
 Replace doors and frames. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $442,690 in grant funds have been expended and the project is 91% 
complete. 
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Simms High School District 

Statutory Priority #2 (Code Compliance) 
 
The Legislature awarded a Quality Schools Project Grant to the Simms High School District for the 2015 Biennium 
in the amount of $123,644. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $123,644 
School District General Funds $20,000 

Project Total $143,644 
 

Project History – The Simms High School serves 142 students. The High School kitchen is provides not only food 
service preparation for the high school but also the other three schools in the District, including Cascade Colony 
School, Fort Shaw Elementary, and Sun River Middle School, with a total population of approximately 300 
students. The District serves approximately 400 lunches a day or almost 70,000 lunches per school year, as well as 
approximately 100 breakfasts a day or approximately 18,000 breakfasts per year. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
 The range hood is undersized and does not provide sufficient ventilation to exhaust the kitchen, causing the 

kitchen and school to smell strongly. Sources of makeup air are lacking. The existing home made freezer is 
nearing the end of its useful life. 

 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 
 Replace the above components with new, more efficient equipment. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $119,728 in grant funds have been expended and the project is 89% 
complete. 
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Hot Springs High School District 

Statutory Priority #1 (Public Health and Safety) 
 
The Legislature awarded a Quality Schools Project Grant to the Hot Springs High School District for the 2015 
Biennium in the amount of $497,240. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Being Used Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $497,240 
School District Impact Aid  $20,000 

Project Total $517,240 
 

Project History – The Hot Springs High School serves 9th through 12th grades, with a student population of 60 
students. The current campus consists of several physically separate buildings. The current Art building is a converted 
gas station on Highway 77 located more than 100 yards from the school campus. The Art building lacks an accessible 
route to or into the facility. The Art building and site have numerous health and safety violations of the ADA, Building 
Codes & ANSI 117.1 for accessibility, electrical & mechanical assemblies and fire safety. 
 
Proper drainage and safe and accessible pedestrian routes lacking on the campus proper. Separation of vehicles/bus 
routes and student travel routes are necessary. The grading of drives, parking and landscaping of diverts water toward 
campus structures, including the Industrial Arts building on the school campus.  
 
The Hot Springs High School campus improvement plan calls for the construction of an art building on campus, 
improved sidewalk routes to campus buildings, and parking lot and campus landscaping to mitigate water 
drainage toward existing buildings. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
 The art building is not located on the school campus, posing a danger to students walking to and from this 

facility along the busy Highway 77 right of way.  
 Several drainage issues also exist on campus as well as safe routes that separate vehicle from pedestrian 

traffic. 
 

Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 

 Construct of a new Art building connected to the school campus north of existing Vocational Building. This 
component will also address the grading issues for vocation building. 

 Make improvements to parking lot and sidewalks, including moving bus parking across highway; remove 
gravel access drives between campus buildings; reconfigure parking lot to provide accessible parking and 
routes, separation of pedestrian and vehicle traffic, and surface water drainage improvements.  

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $463,738 in grant funds have been expended and the project is 93% 
complete. 
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Grass Range Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #4 (Energy Efficiency Improvements) 
 
The Legislature awarded a Quality Schools Project Grant to the Grass Range Elementary School District for the 
2015 Biennium in the amount of $45,799. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $45,799 
Grass Range Elementary PTO Donation $500 

Project Total $46,299 
 

Project History – The Grass Range School was built in 1961 and is 23,517 square feet. The building has one 
hallway that runs east to west and is in the direct line of the strong west winds. An energy audit conducted in 
March of 2001 identified the need for an airlock door system and secure breezeway as ECM #1 and the 
enclosure of two unused skylights as ECM #2. The addition of a breezeway and sealed skylights were completed 
in 2011. At that time an airlock door system was supposed to be installed but due to costs and difficulty finding 
personnel willing to complete the job, the doors were not completed.   
 
Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
 Difficulty heating the hallway due to non-airlock doors. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 
 Install airlock doors at the west entrance to the building.  

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $0 in grant funds have been expended and the project is 35% complete. 
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Flathead High School District 

Statutory Priority #4 (Energy Efficiency Improvements) 
The Legislature awarded a Quality Schools Project Grant to the Flathead High School District for the 2015 Biennium 
in the amount of $1,010,067. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $1,010,067 
Flathead Electric Lighting Rebate $21,798 
Flathead Electric Custom Electric Rebate $5,000 
NorthWestern Energy Custom Gas Rebate $5,000 
School District General Funds $150,000 

Project Total $1,191,865 
 

Project History – Flathead High School is 80 years old and many systems are in disrepair. An Investment Grade 
Audit was conducted and many needs were found that would increase energy efficiency. The high school 
building currently represents the largest (31%) of all utility expenditures to the District. Savings from this project 
is projected to be $58,857 annually with payback averaging 10-15 years.    
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
Flathead High School represents the largest utility expenditure for the District at 31%. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 
 Lighting improvements. 
 Seal the building envelope. 
 Replace roof and add insulation. 
 Retrofit water fixtures. 
 VAV upgrade. 
 Ventilation system upgrades. 
 Window replacements. 
 Replacement and repair of steam traps. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $1,010,067 in grant funds have been expended and the project is 100% 
complete. 
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Box Elder Elementary & High School Districts 

Statutory Priority #1 (Public Health and Safety) 
 
The Legislature awarded a Quality Schools Project Grant to the Box Elder Elementary & High School Districts for the 
2015 Biennium in the amount of $310,607. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $310,607 

Project Total $310,607 
 

Project History – Located in North Central Montana, Box Elder school buildings experience many power outages 
each year. Power outages to the school have lasted from 27 minutes to 12 hours. When the District experiences 
power outages, it causes issues with food spoiling, loss of academic time, loss of water, phone service, and 
sewer backing up.    
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
 Loss of educational time in the classroom. 
 Food spoilage and the inability to feed students. 
 Lack of water and heat. 
 Sewage issues. 
 Inability to communicate outside of the school. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 
 Purchase and installation of an emergency generator to serve the elementary and high school buildings. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $267,952 in grant funds have been expended and the project is 98% 
complete. 
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Missoula Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #1 (Public Health and Safety) 
 
The Legislature awarded a Quality Schools Project Grant to the Missoula Elementary School District for the 2015 
Biennium in the amount of $200,000. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $200,000 
School District Building Funds $52,000 

Project Total $252,000 
 

Project History –The Missoula Elementary School District received notice from its insurer that the boiler at the 
Lewis and Clark Elementary School will no longer be insurable after January 2012. The boiler repair contractor 
has also notified the District that it will no longer warrantee repairs made to the boiler. The boiler dates from 
1954, or approximately 58 years old. Immediate failure of the boiler was not anticipated in current budget 
planning. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
 The present boiler is at risk of imminent failure and is no longer insurable. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 
 Replace the school boiler and associated piping and distribution with a new, high-efficiency unit. Project 

would include removal of asbestos insulation present on the existing boiler. 
 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $0 in grant funds have been expended and the project is 90% complete. 
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Havre Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #6 (Enhance Educational Opportunities) 
 
The Legislature awarded a Quality Schools Project Grant to the Havre Elementary School District for the 2015 
Biennium in the amount of $2,000,000. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Project Grant $2,000,000 
Quality Schools Planning Grant $36,000 
School District Building Reserve Funds $500,000 
School District Flex Funds $110,429 
School District Levy $2,500,000 

Project Total $5,146,429 
 

Project History – In 2001, Havre Public Schools moved from a neighborhood school model to grade level schools. This 
model was implemented as both an instructional improvement as well as a cost savings to the District. The buildings 
in the District were designed to house Kindergarten through 5th grade students. One of the complications faced 
by the District is that the elementary school facilities were not built to operate under the grade level schools 
model. Sunnyside Intermediate school, which houses the 4th and 5th grades, is experiencing the severest 
overcrowding.  
 
Sunnyside School was constructed in 1953. The original design included six classrooms, one multipurpose space 
with stage, two offices, and restrooms. Five additional classrooms were constructed in 1957, followed by two 
additional classrooms in 1982 for a total of thirteen. The total existing building is 24,800 square feet. Current 
enrollment is around 300 students, and is expected to reach 360 by 2015. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies at Sunnyside Intermediate School: 
 
 One classroom is being shared by Music Education and Library. 
 Special Education students are accommodated in one classroom, falling short of State standards. 
 Instruction/services being provided in the hallway, including special needs services. 
 No dedicated area exists for storage and preparation. Currently, food is delivered from the high school, and 

served in the multipurpose space shared with Gym class. Food is staged in the teacher's lounge before and 
after serving. 

 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 
 The proposed project would expand the Sunnyside Intermediate School 4th/5th grade building in two 

phases, increasing classroom space for students with special needs, title I students and Indian Education 
students; and separating the cafeteria space from the gymnasium, which currently has some fire code 
issues and results in some students having to eat lunch in the school hallway. The current school building is 
facing overcrowding issues, which is the main reason this expansion is needed. 

 
 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $1,760,727 in grant funds have been expended and the project is 90% 
complete. 
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Geraldine Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #4 (Energy Efficiency Improvements) 
 
The Legislature awarded a Quality Schools Project Grant to the Geraldine Elementary School District for the 2015 
Biennium in the amount of $68,161.00. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $68,161 

Project Total $68,161 
 

Project History – Geraldine Public School was built in 1954 and is approximately 51,130 square feet. An energy 
audit performed in 2009 found upgrades that would save the District in energy costs. At the time they were 
spending an average of $1.94 per square foot for heating. The recommendations made from the audit would 
result in an average cost of $1.55 per square foot or up to $23,000 per year. With a previous Quality Schools 
Project Grant, the District was able to upgrade the Direct Digital Control (DDC) zone control, the boiler plant 
received an energy management and control system, the gym and lockers received DDC temperature controls, 
and insulation was installed for the hot water storage tank. This project will complete the energy upgrades to 
the building. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
 Pneumatic controls are inefficient and do not provide the opportunity for sensors and setbacks. 
 Lack of insulation in some areas. 
 Poor heating in the Vo-Ag shop. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 
 Installation of Direct Digital Control (DDC) controls to the elementary school and auditorium. 
 Insulating building and mechanical components where necessary. 
 Replacement of the heater in the Vo-Ag shop. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $25,252 in grant funds have been expended and the project is 63% 
complete. 
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Plains Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #6 (Enhance Educational Opportunities) 
 
The Legislature awarded a Quality Schools Project Grant to the Plains Elementary School District for the 2015 
Biennium in the amount of $1,150,000. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Being Used Amount 
Commerce Quality Schools Project Grant $1,150,000 
School District Deferred Maintenance Funds $50,000 
Local Lending Institution Long Term Loan $240,000 

Project Total $1,440,000 
 

Project History – The Plains Elementary School District began to develop a new elementary site in 1968 but kept 
the 1938 Wildhorse Elementary School. The Wildhorse School is an isolated building located three blocks from 
the main elementary campus. It currently houses the 5th and 6th grade classrooms. Due to the location of the 
Wildhorse School, the students must walk the three blocks on a busy street to the main campus for lunch, 
music, health and physical education, special services, the nurse, and the main office. This process has been in 
place for more than 40 years. The temporary solution created was a state funded bus route at the cost of 
$11,000 annually. This route was removed in the 2012-2013 school year. The project proposes to bring all 
elementary students to one campus. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
 Loss of educational time due to walking between the two campuses. 
 Safety concerns due to walking along a busy street. 
 ADA concerns. 
 Maintenance of an outdated building. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 
 Addition of six new elementary classrooms, special education classrooms and related support spaces.  

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $1,150,000 in grant funds have been expended and the project is 99% 
complete. 
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St. Regis K-12 School District 

Statutory Priority #2 (Code Compliance) 
 
The Legislature awarded a Quality Schools Project Grant to the St. Regis K-12 School District for the 2015 Biennium 
in the amount of $185,837. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $185,837 

Project Total $185,837 
 

Project History – Built in 1933, St. Regis School District includes a single building with three wings. The 
multipurpose wing includes classrooms, administration offices, teacher workroom, pre-school, library, and 
learning centers for special education and common core outcome based learning programs. The gym, locker 
room and concession area were added in 1967. The library was added in 1996. The elementary wing, which 
includes classrooms for grades K-5 and the music room and cafeteria, was constructed in 1994. That same year 
upgrades were made to the junior high/high school wing including removal of the lunch room and library, 
adding an elevator, reconfiguring classrooms, adding lockers and remodeling the shop area and bathrooms. 
 
When originally constructed the St. Regis Schools were in compliance with current building codes and 
government requirements. Over time these codes have changed and the oldest part of our school no longer 
meets current regulations. Our priority with this grant is to provide equity and accessibility to our patrons and 
students according to the American’s with Disabilities Act (ADA) as well as current state, local, and other federal 
codes and standards. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
 Lack of ADA accessible restroom in the school library. 
 Bench seating in gym lacks accessibility. 
 No accessible route to the stage in the gym. 
 Showers in locker rooms are not accessible. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 
 Construct an ADA accessible restroom in the school library. 
 Replace existing bench seating in gym with ADA accessible seating. 
 Construct ADA accessible route to the stage in the gym. 
 Replace central shower tree in locker rooms with individual ADA accessible showers. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $76,232 in grant funds have been expended and the project is 25% 
complete. 
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Corvallis K-12 School District 

Statutory Priority #4 (Energy Efficiency Improvements) 
 
The Legislature awarded a Quality Schools Project Grant to the Corvallis K-12 School District for the 2015 Biennium 
in the amount of $729,910. 

 
Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 

Quality Schools Grant $729,910 
School District Deferred Maintenance $25,000 
School District Flex Funds $25,000 
School District  Energy Rebates $5,000 
NorthWestern Energy Cash on Hand $315 

Project Total $785,225 
 

Project History – Corvallis K-12 School District has completed the first phase of a comprehensive master 
planning process that began in November of 2007. This project encompasses the next highest priority in the 
master plan. The high school has a 65 year old steam boiler and distribution system that operates at 70% 
efficiency rate. A new heating system will serve both the high school and the lunchroom facility and will operate 
at a 94% efficiency rate.     
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
 Inefficient steam boiler. 
 No mechanical systems to provide outdoor ventilation in either building. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 
 Replace steam distribution in lunchroom facility with hot water and heat recovery system. 
 Replace steam distribution in high school building with hot water and heat recovery system. 
 Installation of hot water and solar thermal panels to receive and store heat. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $68,324 in grant funds have been expended and the project is 99% 
complete. 
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Stanford K-12 School District 

Statutory Priority #1 (Public Health and Safety) 
 
The Legislature awarded a Quality Schools Project Grant to the Stanford K-12 School District for the 2015 Biennium 
in the amount of $184,196. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $184,196 
School District Flex Funds $9,305 

Project Total $193,501 
 

Project History – The Stanford school building is approximately 42,000 square feet. The original building dates 
back to 1928 and this portion contains the high school and auditorium. The elementary wing and gym were 
added in 1958 and the shop addition was completed in 1965. The existing boilers, fired by oil, produce steam to 
heat the school building with exception of the shop building. The shop building is heated by propane fired unit 
heaters. The building is heated by steam with ventilation units in the gym and auditorium, steam radiators in the 
high school and unit ventilators in the elementary school. In June of 2010, an energy audit was completed for 
the Stanford School where the in-room unit ventilators were identified as needing replaced. These ventilators 
were installed in 1958 and had a useful life estimate of 20 years. Since the audit, the boiler and temperature 
controls have been replaced. The in-room unit ventilators are identified by an engineering report as at risk of 
imminent failure, causing loss of heat, with no alternate heating source to meet the school’s heating needs if 
the units indeed fail. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
 In-room unit ventilators not functioning correctly. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 
 Replacement of all in-room unit ventilators. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $113,106 in grant funds have been expended and the project is 62% 
complete. 
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Darby K-12 School District 

Statutory Priority #1 (Public Health and Safety) 
 
The Legislature awarded a Quality Schools Project Grant to the Darby K-12 School District for the 2015 Biennium in 
the amount of $404,207. 
 

Project Funding 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Being Used Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $404,207 
School District District Funds $50,000 

Project Total $454,207 
 

Project History – The Darby combined middle school/elementary school gym was constructed in 1951 and 
currently has several limiting design features that violate current code conditions and also present a public 
health and safety threat to individuals who use the facility. The current gym locker rooms are located in the 
basement. They do not meet minimum access requirements as the stairway is narrow and no other exist route 
from the locker rooms exists. Asbestos is present in the ceiling boards and exposed piping contains asbestos 
insulation and could come in contact with students or staff. The locker rooms also lack adequate ventilation, exit 
lights, and no fire alarm system. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
 Locker rooms are inaccessible to individuals with mobility impairments, and adequate health and safety 

equipment.  
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 
 Due to limited space and difficulty in retrofitting the needed accessibility improvements into the basement 

location, the school will build a ground-level addition onto the existing gym to house the boys and girls 
locker rooms. Each locker room will be fully accessible, and include space for 46 lockers, a dressing area, 6 
individual showers, 2 lavatories, and 2 water closets. The project will also replace one exit from the 
gymnasium that is not handicapped accessible with a fully accessible exit. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $404,207 in grant funds have been expended and the project is 100% 
complete. 
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Nashua K-12 School District 

Statutory Priority #2 (Code Compliance) 
 
The Legislature awarded a Quality Schools Project Grant to the Nashua K-12 School District for the 2015 Biennium 
in the amount of $463,200. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $463,200 
School District Impact Aid  $200,000 

Project Total $663,200 
 

Project History – Nashua School was originally constructed in 1935. The original building includes the main 
entry, the library, and second floor. The south wing was completed in 1949 and the fourth, fifth, and sixth grade 
rooms were added in 1962. The final north wing houses the gymnasium and was built in 1964. The approximate 
size of the school is 60,613 square feet.  
 
The school is served by 10 different steam or hot water boilers of various age and efficiencies. All are more than 
double their life expectancy and are a continual use of maintenance staff time and budget costs. Ventilation in 
the school is also inadequate. An air quality study has found elevated levels of carbon dioxide in most areas of 
the school. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
 Inefficient heating system and inadequate ventilation. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 
 Replace existing boilers with two high-efficiency boilers along with necessary piping and distribution. Install 

a zoned ventilation system to provide conditioned air to all areas of the school. 
 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $463,200 in grant funds have been expended and the project is 100% 
complete. 
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Target Range Elementary School District 
Statutory Priority #5 (Technology Needs) 

 
The Legislature awarded a Quality Schools Project Grant to the Target Range Elementary School District for the 
2015 Biennium in the amount of $31,324. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $31,324 
Annual Fundraiser Donations $3,000 

Project Total $34,324 
 

Project History – Target Range Elementary serves approximately 480 students. The school would like to upgrade 
their current network infrastructure to meet the requirements of the Smarter Balanced Online Assessment 
program. The proposed upgrades are necessary to allow the District increased online testing capability. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
The current network was installed five years ago and is no longer capable of handling the increased demand and 
frequently experience connectivity loss. Connectivity is not currently provided in the Little White School House 
facility on the school campus. The computer workstations in the library are out of date. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 
Upgrade the school to fiber cable and extend connectivity to the Little White School House. Replace 24 desktop 
workstations in the library. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $31,324 in grant funds have been expended and the project is 100% 
complete. 
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Ryegate K-12 School District 

Statutory Priority #4 (Energy Efficiency Improvements) 
 
The Legislature awarded a Quality Schools Project Grant to the Ryegate K-12 School District for the 2015 Biennium 
in the amount of $9,962. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $9,962 
NorthWestern Energy Rebate Program $1,283 

Project Total $11,245 
 

Project History – Ryegate schools serves 40 students in grades K-12. This project proposes to replace T-12 
fluorescent lighting throughout the school due to the fact that they are no longer being manufactured. T-8 lights 
are an energy efficient solution for the soon to be obsolete T-12’s. Additional outlets are also needed in the 
library to prepare for the Common Core testing that will be electronic.  
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
T-12 florescent lighting throughout the school. Lack of outlets to support computers for Common Core testing. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 
Replacement of T-12 lighting with T-8 lighting. Installation of additional outlets in the library. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $9,962 in grant funds have been expended and the project is 100% 
complete. 
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Froid High School & Elementary School District 

Statutory Priority #4 (Energy Efficiency Improvements) 
 
The Legislature awarded a Quality Schools Project Grant to the Froid High School & Elementary School District for 
the 2015 Biennium in the amount of $294,000. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds Being Used Amount 
Commerce Quality Schools Project Grant $294,000 
School District Impact Aid  $50,000 

Project Total $344,000 
 

Project History – The main school building was constructed in 1949, with the lunch room added in 1952 and the 
libraries and science wing in 1962. The building is 18,890 square feet. The building is heated with a coal-fired 
boiler that dates from 1949. Major repairs to the boiler took place in 2011. Due to continual deterioration and 
wear and tear, the boiler has reached the end of its useful life. The heat distribution piping and radiators are 
likewise in need of replacement. Replacement of the boiler, distribution and heat units with new higher 
efficiency equipment will result in significant energy savings and reduction in annual maintenance costs for the 
school. 
 
Identified Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
Outdated and worn out boiler and heat distribution system. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 
Replacement of boiler with new coal boiler, replace distribution piping, new terminal heating units and 
temperature controls. The project would include abatement of asbestos insulation present on the boiler and 
distribution piping. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $268,396 in grant funds have been expended and the project is 27% 
complete. 

 

 
 

 145 



 
 

Miles City Elementary School District 
Statutory Priority #4 (Energy Efficiency Improvements) 

 
The Legislature awarded a Quality Schools Project Grant to the Miles City Elementary School District for the 2015 
Biennium in the amount of $149,850. 
 

Funding Source Type of Funds  Amount 
Quality Schools Grant $149,850 
School District INTERCAP Loan  $1,014,879 

Project Total $1,164,729 
 

Project History – Lincoln Elementary school building was constructed in 1921, with a major addition in 1934. 
The building is 34,000 square feet. The building is heated with two natural gas fired steam boilers that are 
failing. The existing steam pipes show signs of significant corrosion and leaks in multiple locations. Due to 
continual deterioration and wear and tear, the boiler and distribution piping have reached the end of their 
useful life. Replacement of the boiler, distribution and heat units with new higher efficiency equipment will 
result in significant energy savings and reduction in annual maintenance costs for the school. 
 
Problem – The district has the following deficiencies: 
 
Outdated and worn out boiler and heat distribution system. 
 
Proposed Solution – The proposed project would: 
 
Replace the existing boilers with new high-efficiency boilers and replace distribution piping, new terminal 
heating units and temperature controls. 

 
Project Status – As of November 2014, $149,850 in grant funds have been expended and the project is 100% 
complete. 
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Alternative accessible formats of this document will be provided upon request. For further information, call the 
Office of Budget and Planning. 

 
25 copies of this public document were published at an estimated cost of $_____ per copy, for a total cost of 

$_____, which includes $_____ for print and $0.00 for distribution. 
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